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DISCOURSE 


© 


ATECHIZIN 


Wherein is ſhewn, 
ne ANTIQUITY, BENEFITS 
and NECESSITY thereof ; 

TOGE THER. 
Vith its Snitablenehs. fo heal 


| the Preſent Diſtempers of 
is National CHuk CH. 


WY —_” 


y LANCELOT. Avpizon F 
'D. D. Dean of 'Lz 


e the " Egas Lie ad Temple. 
9 ON Deverenz-Colift, 3590. * 


TO THE 


| KY 


oO | Kits Reverend Father in God, - 


3S5E T Ih 


ori Biſtop of S 4- RH M.' 


H Ly Lo RK D, 


Our Name is here prefixed 
tothe Enſuing 'Diſcourte , . 
[*' neither for Charm 'nor Arm-. 
; 4 'to {ave it from the' Rude and 
Fnforicus 3 for it doth not at all 
Irard what Entertainment'1t meets 
ith at ſuch hands, '- But'it afſtimes 
ÞÞs Honour upon the: Account of 
pL gk who havitigi the - - Hiippt- 
-&Þ5to' be- one of | your” Diocelan 
ry, thinks: all he” can- Fr 
A:4 in 


! 


1n, that Relation, ought to be devo. 


$ 


ted to your Lordſhip, as a fincereſ® 
Feftimony of his boundenacknow-Þ; 
ledging your Paternal Government 
I need not repreſent to yourlſ* 
Lordfhip the many and: great Evil 
which' are befaln this Church ,F; 
through: a want of duly obſervingÞ}y 
what this Diſcourſe commends, For 
as your Singular Prudence labours to! 
redreſs, and your Piows Soul deeplyÞ y 
reſents them 3 ſo- your Geat bit {+ 
cerment plainly ſees that ' they, areÞ} 
ſcarce (now) to be removed by ny 
other Method, but a timely, dili-J 
ent and Regular Catechiſng. And] 
Tot the moſt likely means to” eſtas |. 
bliſh Trath and Holineſs, with Po. 
fterity, is firmly and early to impfintÞ.. 
the Tounger | Minds, who are the 2 
hopes of. Religion, with that Gite-F 
chiſm which our Church out of her] 

_ ſingular prudence and affection hath |: 
provided for them, ” Ara» 
- ButT may nor-pnrſie this, leſt If .. 
ſhould too much fu ter 12 the LaWsE.. 
of Dedicationz which oblige ,m:. 
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T The Epiftle D bcany.. 
i" | my and praiſe that Apoſtoli- 


Wy K Sev | erity , , Which . are Emirienit” in 


your Lordſhip's Government ; and 
Pbich dare ſcarce name, for fear I 
ſhould offend that Heroick Modeſty 


. ld/ Lowlineſ(s 6 ſo conſpicuous in 


your Great Condu#, Beſides, I am 


off 'Þ averſe to the uſual Modes of ie» 
toÞ'gication, that I cannot comply with 
Sh | them i in any thing, unleſsin my hear- 
I'ty Prayers for your Lordſhip's Good 
| Health, and Long Life 5 and'in' te- 
tiffing to the World that I' am, 


6 by My Lok D, 


Pee]. Tour Lordfbip's moſt Humble 


and moſt Devoted Servant, 


LANC. ADDISON. 


'E A DE R.. [ 
HE Condition of this ſmall. 
'Y Treatiſe: xs /o FA agreeable | 
to the preſent Genius of the Age, thit © 
there needs no great Sagacity to foreirh. 
' its | Entertainment. But tho f_ who: 
valjie Books: not. by: their Dreſs and. 
Faſhion, but Matier and Uſefulneſs z, 
aud who look not ſo much.upon what will | 
take with a corrupt Generation, # | 
help to amend it 3 whers they mteture- | 
ly weigh the Subjef and Def g1 of k | | 
Enfuing Papers, ' iftea4 of cenſt- | 
ring, will be-ready to reſent a weak 
managerent bf Jo concerninig a Thee, 
and pity to ſee it falz into the hands 9. ; 
#9 unskilful an Artificer. | | 
For which this 3s the only apology, | I 
Trat-what is here written, -was mot } 


mended for Perfeftion, but Eſſay 51 't 
ana 
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is 
writ, £ 
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"Band that it had never left its retive= 
' "| nent; had it not been forced thence by © 
- Finpulſe of the preſent Neceflity. 
- F hor zt #s too evident, that this is @4 
* F$aſon which not only warrants, but 
" PexdFs our greateſt endeavours to per- 
' "IF ſwade to ſuch things as may beget, re- 
* T fore, ard eſtabliſh Truth ad Union 
' Fawong #5. And that Carechiling by 
Joe more peculiar Energy is. thereunto 
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* That the Church in all Ages has uſed: 
b Jitto that purpoſe. 

" | The raiſing up of which Inſteation- 
' | (#' difaſtrouſty faln in our Borders) 

} | iw-bopes of the great edification which 
' | thereby will accrne unto this Churth, 
| it was the firſt. motive of this Eſſay,” 
{ſo #t is the laſt: Deſigns for which © *? 
' | Pall think, my ſelf largely recompentd, | 
| if by this: contributed Mite, I mig" | 
| provoke the more able to caft richer 

> | ffi» into the ſame Corban. 

f | "If what I now write of were to be 
bee with the Example eithey of pro> 
» | ſeed Infidels o# Romaniſts, I conld 
$f" a long Converſation with both 


1ſibſervient, appears xpon'this acconnt,- . 


-, 
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 Ikkarim -27e/4 ſufſucient atteſtation i 
_ School. 
I uals'in this particular, are. become our. | 
b alſo other Religious , glory to have. | 


- made Catechifing their Profeſſions Þ 
only. with this difference, That the. Je-_ 
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_ The Mahumetans (as in anothep. oo 


Jens. | 


Sepher Chinnuck, and Sephip Þ; 


that they are no Truands 7n this. 
( The Romaniſts from being our 2 I 
Maſterss for ot only the. Jeſuits, but #4 
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ſuits Catechiſe' the Rich aud Inge-. 
mous, 4zd other. Orders the Poor: 


and Dull. But their Diligence here, .| |; 
in herein firſt ſerang from an imita-" | {y 
ton of ours." For till on Sundaysand: | 
Holy-days we both preach'd in the. Ia 
Morning azd Catechis'd i» the Afters Þ; 
TIEN noon, FF: 
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1? | fo 6on, the Papiſts did neither. Aud 
: 1 | was undeniably happy with the 
? F Foteſtant Religion , when dili- 
gent Catechiſing was the chief En- 
gine 7 Kang to ſupplant Popery, and 
give deeper Roots to the Reftorma- - 
i J + on,” ' "nf 
' But Catechiſing' (4s all things 
IC e, whereof human weakneſs hath 
- ſftody and Government ) is 
yt" oz that Obſervation 
A it had once in this Church ; 
| nethinks if nothing elſe, this alone 
| fora provoke ws to a little more di- 
| beeace in this excellent Inſtitation, 
{to bſe our Adverſaries manage it to our” 
e- Fteproach 4rd damage. 
5 Þ But, *Rexder ,' in Mercy to yoxr 
my Prkiente, I will ouly add,” That the 
+ FAnthor 7s zoe of thoſe who inpoſe 
rw 140 others what they will not do thems- 
4]etves' 5 for be is a conſtant Lis. 
(- [ter in that Vineyard, whercin he 
WW his Bretbren. to take a little 
e pains. 
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pr 
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Next, 


6h Months £5, 


he when eve 
Da, heis v7 Lo the:C 
59+ Canon. Ard as. for theſe 
who do otherwiſe, he leaves them wF 
. >..the Reflexians of their om Brelts, 
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; a:cording 11 
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be Bey to 1 
| King $-0r- Godlineſs no F > Rebellion sf 
; Eneny $0 Civil Government, go. P.ice'$'d, | 
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b F Timitive Inſtituti6n, 


F I The INTRO DUCTION 


Hat in the ſame Church and 

Nation, there ſhould be no 

__ mann al pruwnne 

Religion and Holinels among 

5s" Go than of Profanenels 

, © d Impiety among others, will prove 

ſp vareer of :no great wonder to: fach 
uduly enquire into the cauſes of both : 

LE ip nm when 4t is confidered, that as 

i porance may,bethe Mother of blind 

2 mb fOotii ion, fo'it may be likewiſe of de- 

', FratePreſimption ; becauſe all Iniqui- 

» Irs Fam mong Men, roceeds from the want 

"ww Caright knowledge of God. And as 

of Pponiaton of all true Happineb, 

he -Ja 9 all true Religion, which is tlie. 

"0 phroy of wrote. Tb it, ant 

"> wal L ng t non touching tnings 

: 10. art prehenlion thereof 

bs ground of = Miſery , and Ti 

B all 


; Y The Piimirive Infficut on. -:**"F 
all thoſe Vices by which it is ocabſ t 
oned. 

But that which may juſtly aw: ka 
in us a greater wonder, is, to re ; | 
thoſe Methods proving ineffeual which 
have been ſo powerfully manag'd fonſf 
the removal of this pernicious nil 4 
« henſion3 and that we ſhould be it'll wi 
much under the ſame Diftempers | vo 
in Judgment and Manners, as it ho a 
thing had been adminiſtred for the eur a 
-of either. That our own Church 
this Age (which for its wickedneſs ſear | 
to be the laſt) doth make careful PrÞ 
wifion, both for the preſent and. future 
welfare of her Children, 1s a truth ap 
ret to all that with unprejuc ice 1 

inds peruſe her holy Offices , Cary# 
- Chiſm, ' Articles, Homilies, Rubrichh kate 
'ahd Canons. For how' meanly' torn de 7 0 
Tome 'may think hereof, yerif they 
once thoroughly confidered in” 
circumſtances, we ſhall find that py | 
prudent and affe&tionate care'is/taka I: 
cherein, - that both 'our Opiniqns* ang 
Lives may be duly informed "and re Ka 

lated, as in no Church of a partial 
Denomination can be [Frm 

" *that it cannot but be- ane hi 
-any of this Church ſhould been 
Viciows or Erroneores ; conſilerin uh 
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Gaſs here is nothing wanting on the Churches 
'--Jqare, that may keep our Actions Ver- 
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tmous, and Sentiments Orthodox. 
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+ But as in matters of the Civil State, 


% 
- 
4 

5 


many : Evils ariſe from a negle& , or 


ira miſs execution of thoſe Laws which 
ele appointed to prevent and ſuppreſs 
411 them : So in the Church, a lack of ſeeing 
aoticrinſticutions duly obſerved,whea there 
/ no Jmanted no circumſtances to exact it, 
enredlmay claim a large ſhare in her preſenc 
iBiforders. For, the letting of Diſci- 
>: line be tao looſe, emboldened not a few 
Profit break. it. However, leaving the mil 
"eorebitiets that accrue from this, and theun- 
h an4landſom and cold Celebration / of: the 
:coltDivime-Service; the neglet of. guidin 
rfrmons by. the... Articles 3 the -almol 
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Jer diſyſage of the Homilies ; the lame 
rattlervance.of the Rubricks, and flight 
weigarcution of the Canons of che Church : 
hafeving, I ſay, theſe for the Animad-® 
1c (lion of others, I ſhall only take notice 
akegatche omiſſion, or lazy and lukewarm 
> an@le of Catechiſing, ought to be blamed, - 
reentor much of that Viſciouſneſs and Error, 
«alaFhich is ſo ſadly viſible both in Con- 
@gcrhtion and Judgment. And I am 
-heeply-ingaged in this Perſwafſion, that 
 publick Catechiſing fall under. a 
_ugenc, conſtant, and unanimous 
* B 2 Practice, 
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i ng "The Pzimitive- nftitucian, , | ©" 
Practice, there is but lictle karl, 
ever ſeeing that Union and: Holi - 
Peace and "Truth, flouriſh in this Chirdy |, "D 
for which ſhe was once fo famous: Þ}- 

Now that thoſe to whom the great f C 
charge of Souls is conſigned, maybe]; A 
awaken'd to a' little more vigour: and C: 
diligence in Catechiſing, and that 'theyJ 
would ſhake off that Supinenels, whi a A 
In this caſe they cannot retain, butts 
the aggravation of their own Guilt, andJiu 
the encreaſe of the Churches Miki | p 
And. that':every Station of Men, *moyly 
ved with the Senſe of 'Daty and Emuls | *» 
»ent,may contribute to the raifing: up of || bo 
the faln Practice of Catechiſing, 1s: the ſie 
Deſign and Aim -of - the enſuing: Dif 
courſe : wherein no Method. at all was | 
projected, but every thing ſpoken to'as I] 

x freely offered it ſelf; And: us-or 

Ends, the Searcher of Hearts 'know oh anc 
+there'-was-none: other . purpoſed iin' the; a 
Publication hereof, but Go  Glory,zand - 
che Edification of his Church. "ÞN 
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C H A P. I. 
Piers ng. |  -Its Name, Uſe Secular and 


F, ligios, \ 
ND the firſt ching that comes to 

[A be ſpoken of concerning Cate- 
Wiling, is ics Name. And I the rather 
'to begin here ; becauſe that the 
notice of the Name , will help us 

Fl Wh of che thing. Now that there 
bk $ ja peculiar Force and Significancy, in 
of Ic ky and that we cannot thereof be 
i li y ignorant, is but too evident by 
if-Jtoſe many Ercours, that have in all 
za. I Shifn from meer Verbal Miſtakes: 
s ſb J therefore if we could once be fo 
py as to find out the true Impor- 
-Jance of Words, and to hit upon ſuch 
16: þ m agreement beeween them and things,: 
" not to cloud in Speech, what is glear: 
| ro bue- plainly co expreſs things! 

op thoy are. in themſelves ; that then: 

le great cauſe of Error, in all forts of 

| | arning, would be removed : For it is; 
* rovion that will not quickly be; 
Ty That the confounding thaſe: 

$ in: Language, which in their Na-: 

vare diſtin ,- and the. a—_— 
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| 6 "The Piimirive Inftitncion”. 1S 
of different Matters by the ſame! orÞ 
Words of near affinity and likeneſs, i: 
in all Sciences been a fruitful MotherP j 
of Erroneous Apprehenſions. | 
: And this is alſo plain in the Aﬀairs of [ 
E Religion ; ; in which not only a perverſe [® 
Y miſtake in old Words, but a liberty of. ; 
introducing new, has ever proved fatal, Þ 
and deſtructive : For out of new words, [ 
New Opinions inſenſibly creep into theÞ 
Church, and with Age grow too [led | 
for her Diſcipline : which being foreſeen 
by the Holy Nicene Fathers, it moved 
them to decree againſt the uſe of ſuch 
Words in matters of Faith, as were not 
ealily to. be deduced from, or diredtly 
found in 'Sacred Scripture, 
| Socrat, And upon the ſame account 
lib. x.c.6. Tertullian would not have our 
Ears accuſtom'd to New words, 
Adverſ. Heret. Cap. 16. And for thy like 
reaſon St. Baſil could not be induced to 
forego one [ors in the old Form, when 
he was follicited by the Arians. A cav 
tiouſneſs which we may conceive, was 
wiſely made uſe of by thoſe Reverend 
Perſons, through whoſe means, by Gods 
4 Blefling, we enjoy our Religion | in its 
PD preſent Reformation : For we find that] 
I they had an eſpecial care not to, inho- "nn 
vate in Fords or Forms, when they C ", "in 
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f ae wh due ſecurity retain the old. . And 1 
loinſtance in what has neareſt affinity 
Jih. our preſent Subject, 'we ſee that 
*Tiky have ftiled that Breviary of Reli- 
s of fjon, which they compiled, or rather 
erſs {aleted out of che beſt and moſt an- 
y of Jient Models of that king, by the name 
ea] of Catechiſm : Which in its general _no- 
1d; Jie ſignifies a familiar and eatie Me- 
the [@vd of inſtilling the rudiments of any 
ong [\t Science or Faculty. Which being 
ren fone by a frequent repetition of the ſame 
ved {ting , Catechiſing is derived from a 
ach [Ford importing the reciprocation of 
not {hs Voice, after the manner of an Ec-: 
- Io, And in this Senſe it is often to be 
ire, jake wich in Secular Authors, from 
ant [#hom/ it was adopted into Religion, 
pur f46d there retains the ſame Notion and 
-d,, (Office. For by Catechiſing, the Church 
ike [lath always taught the Fundaments and 
to [&ief Principles of Religion wiv voce. 
en {And thoſe that were thus taught, the 
w- | Greek Writers uſually call Catechumens, 
Vas and the Latine Hearers z which mighr 
nd |$. well reſpe& the manner of their In- 
& |{ruction, as their Fellowſhip and Com- 
its | Manion wich the Church : in which they 
at} Vent no further chan to be admitted to 
Y the Principles of Chriſtian Faith, 
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mad plain unto them. And to Cate- 
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chiſitg, thus underſtood, there will .be;{;; 
no inconvenience to affirm, that St. Paw I, 
alluded, Row. 10. 17. the Ear being as Ik 
properly the Door of Religion, as/of a; 
ny other Science. "That Catechiſing wazIF- 
a-way of Inſtruction, not to bereltrain'd;Þ; 
to thole Catechumens ſo frequently:;IF; 
mentioned in Church. Hiſtory, .and;Þh; 
the Ancient Canons ; but that alk 
Believers did therein -CommunicateyÞ; 
will be made good in another Place. Je; 
of this Diſcourle- 

But if it bs doubted whether this: ; 
be the native meaning of Catechiling, |;# 
it then follows that we have recourſe: |: 
uato the occaſion. whence it aroſe. For, | 
if Words are notes of thae:iwhicly the; | + 
Speaker conceiveth, and: Conceptiony, |-- 
are Signs repreſenting that which' is by 
ſpoken of; it is neceſlary that he.-who) J; 
would rightly underſtand Words, ſhould. |, 
have: recourſe unto. the things whence, Þ/', 


they come.” Now: the Church (whiicls |; 


is Gods School) hath ever ufed Catecht! |. 7 
ſing as a 'Term of Arts and wearethere- | 
fore to underſtand it withreſtraint to fucks {y 
matters as the Church is: accuſtomed |} 
thereby to inſtruct. Following herein the; [p- 
Rule of- Thomas, 'that in Words we mult” |, 
not: fo much: reſped tlicic: original, 'ex-þ; þ 
act, and precilſc.' {ignification:arid der. Þ;y, 
- vation, Þ: 
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=, won, as whereunto by uſe of Speech 
as by: ats applied. 2: 2. q. 92: Art. 1. Now 
TY g-thar the Church, which is Gods 
Ae! | ol hath ſtill by Catechiſing taught 
Ii C firlt notices of Religion, we may 
Hi: Wely cloath it with this Definition : 
, 4 / trchiſm is a ſhort and eafie Inftrudion, 
"x Web explains the Myſteries of Faith, and 
oy & whole Body of Chriſtian Dofrine, in 
P + þ & manner as may be plainly underſtood 
= Pike Inveſt Capacities, And if thee be 
peg. cloudy in this definition , it 
| receive ſufficient light from what 

« | ſpoken of in the following Cogens 


"= CHAP. 1L 


| he e of Catechiſm. The Inſtitution of 

f Atary s and Abraham's Family. The 

" Sebovls of rhe Prophets, The continual 

< ſe of Catchifſmng among the Jews, parti- 

PFeularly after the Erc&1on of Synagogues. 
' Their Benefit thereby. 


It Aving found that - Catechiſm | is 

*[&E bur Greek for a peculiar manner 
& | fTnftrudtion, and that ſince it was 
"Jfceived inco the Church, doth ſignifie 
Fþi brief and plain Inftieution of the firft 
* Jud chief groundsof Religion ; we may 
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2d the Laws of concluding, infer thatlz” 
Catechiling is as ancient as the Princiz|® 
ples which are thereby inſtructed ; andif 
theſe are. as old as the firſt Man. Foxſ®* 
Religion began when God was. Adan{l# 
Catechiſft, and gave and inſtructed him 
in thatLaw ; in whoſe obſervation conf 
fiſted the main Articles of his continu 
ing in a ſtate of excellent Felicity. off 
which if he had tarried till he had hatif7 
an Off-ſpring grown up to a Capacgſ® 
of a Religious Education, he would, no} 
doubt, have taught them to obſerve thaſ® 
Law, which his Maker for that end hadif 
affigned him. For we need not be ſer 
pulqus to ſuppoſe that Adam would han}® 
been as careful of his Childrens Inft-|* 
Rion before the Fall, as. he was after it | 
Some traces of whoſe care are. to '# 
be perceived in his Sons Deportment, * 
when they brought their Offerings, w|#! 
Gods Altar as Teſtimonies of Gratitudeſ® 
and Devotion : Which could not bethelF 
effe& of meer Natural Inſtin&, but / off 
Adam's Pious Diligence to bring them b 
up Religiouſly. And though meer:Ns | | 
tural Reaſon may teach Man a* rey 
and Worſhip of God, yet to do it wiſe 
' the circumſtances of the two firlt Bre w 
thren exceeds, its Power. "I 
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* ., {The Underſtanding _ Pracice EE 
te. Primordial Law, of not cating the. 
Rk den. Fruit, would have been ſuffi- 
ne for Adam and all his Poſterity ; as 
vo; "of bring in its Womb (to uſe Tertullian) 
"oY in| thoſe Moral Precepts which were af- 
My | y wards delivered by Moſes, Exod. 20. 
| bi \ [4b -our-great Law-giver reduced to 
bs ads: Love to God 3 Love to our + 
zhbour , St. Mark 12. 30,.31. 
hey had obſerved the , they would 
rhe qo broken Gods Commandment z 
th (89 1f they had done the like co-the Se- 
lag 00d. chey would not by yielding to 
ſcr[# on of the Serpent, have de- 
hay|#oyed themſelves ; bur by love to both, 
fig [ve fulfilled the whole Law. As Tere 
rit plievargues, adwer. Fudezos, Cap. 2. That 
: w[* vas needful for Adam's firſt Iſue to be 
jultruced in this Primordial Law, where- 
5 toll the whole Morality conſiſted, none I 
udeſitink will gainſay : Thar Adam(for there 
 theſ fas none elſe to do it) did therein in- 
fu them, we may conclude, not ons 
cal h from the neceſlity of the thing, which 
Þ Wiſe a Man as the firſt could not 
Mt. perceive ; but alſo from Adams Ju- 
=: , to make ſome amends to his Chil- 
{ren in their Education, for what he had 
{{4maged them by his own D/chedience. 
it the manner of the Inftrucion 
bs 
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be demanded; T ſhalt: content-my' "yl 
with the Opinion of \that- Rabbin, who. 
ventured {diſcourſing Hiniupon'this Sub--- 
Jjea) to defive their [Leback? ' or pr6-] + 
_ Catechiſm front Lad -whonJ/” 
they rationally imagine ito have taught]: 
his Sos a Ne a plain el 
of the neceſſary Principles-of-HolinekÞ 
and Honeſty : which'are' the: Su of dll 
Catechrilm, - - Boa, ul! | 
But thae'which' yet affordstas 6 a tn6th 3 
evident atteſtation 6f Catechiſing,/or de-]- 
livering and inftruting the Rudimec |. 
of Religion, wiv# voce, inthe FirſrAge |] 
of the World, is the uinqueſtionable Thi |. 
dition of thoſe. Precepts which'paſ'un E 
der the name of Nozb : Into: which'if | 
we look attentively, they will eaſily be | 
diſcerned to have been the UniyerſalCs |-, 
techiſm of all. Mankind, and to contain ji 
2 compleat Schemme' of Duties towards * 
God and the Neighbour. ''' On 2 
' Now among theſe Precepts ſome- wer | 
greater and more Famous, others ofan|t 
Inferiour and Obſcurer rank. TR 
h 
[\ 


EY 


of the former condition are' here ts t 
ken of, and uſually ſet down afrer t 
Manner. 


2. Apainſt ſtrange Worſhip6 or Ke 
latry. | 


far. -7 Apainſ i vg ar the-Curſing 
vhol. 71:1! of the ;moſt Holy-Name, .': 
bs : "s. EitEfeſinn of Blood, Or: Mur» 


"s  Apainſt Revealing 'of Nakedneſs; 
or /Adyltery 
$5. Againſt Thefe and Rapine. 
= & concerning; Civil J uſtice, and Q- 
thence. : : 
|; 7. Againſt Eaxiog | the Limb. of + A ls 
\. Ying Creature. ;:; - 


4%. | 
ets | Pi *"Whereof the. two firſt. refpe&. | our 
\2& | Demeanour toward God.; the next; Four 
belong to: the Carriage of. one Man. tos 
ard another ; and. che: {aft fobids:all 
*trageous crucky to other Lving Crean 
-tures. 
Cx [But how this laſt ſhould be reckon'd 
tain | inthe number of thoſe-Precepts'of Nas 
ards | ral Right, ;common tothe whole ,Hys+ 
64 man Race, |is-not '{o eaſily to Decapprer 
vers | kended 3: efpecially.. when *cis: conliderd 
Fan | thatit was not heard of till after theFlead, 
hoſd | when God ſaid unto Nob, comingont A 
pe | the Ark, Fleſh with the Life, thereof, whic 

| the Blood thereof, ſhall je ndt eat, Get. 9» 4. 
| Where the eating of Fleth is-noe ſimply 
ih Ohibiced, bue the abſcinding and Eating 
-——_ of living Creatures. And a late 
xk Author gives an Inſtance hereof in 
AFLau bs ltones. Ths 
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The Reaſons -uſtally render'd of this 
Seventh Precept; are the avoidance firſt 


of Cruelty ; and next, . of Commy- 


nicating in the Cuſtoms of Idolatrous 


Nations : Which at once proteſt both 


againſt ics Age and Morality. And up- 
on this account- it*is, that learned Per- 


fons have.excluded ic the number of Na. 


rural Precepts, and fet it in Noah's Ritu- 
al- of Ceremonies. ' But there is. a. ge- 
neral Agreement among the ,Fewijſh Ma- 
fers, that the firſt Six Precepts were. gi- 


ven to Adam from the very begin- 
of things, and were the common. 


Eaw of all Nations under Heaven.  ''-- 
'- Bur no ſich” matter can | be found: 
concerning the Seventh : Which is ſo 
cotally paſſed over in ſilence by Fob; 
who yet takes notice of all the reſt, 
and juſtifies his integrity by their ob- 
fervance. And becauſe this perhaps is 


not obvious to every Reader, it may. 
be no way impertinent, to note the _ 


Texts, where the Id#mean makes his 
profeſlion. [2th 


r. Againſt Idolatry, Fob 31. 26. 
2. Againſt Blaſphemy, Job 1: 5. 
3. Againſt Homicide, Chap.'31.29, 
4- Againſt Adultery, Chap. 31. 9+ 
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| - 4. Againſt Theft, Chap. 31. 7. 
- 6. Againſt Injuſtice,.Chap. 29. 9. &c.- 
And though theſe fix Precepts, with- 
out-any remote. Colleen, may be de-. 
duced from the- aboveſaid Texts 3 yet: 


| in his whole Book, Fob has not left the 
| leaſt intimation of the ſeventh : which 


| could not have eſcaped the obſervation 


of fo wiſe a- Prince, if. therein a Natu- 
ral Equity had been concerned. -St. Au- 

me , in his Eighteenth Book and: 
ourtyſeventh Chapter of the C:iry of 


| Ged, affirms that Fob was neither Native, 


Ifaclite, nor a 'Profclice. adopted by: 
theic Law ; but born and bred in 1d4«-: 
mes: And therefore profeſſed not the: 
ſw Precepts upon the account of a Jewiſh, 
Tradition, but becauſe they were the 
common Religion of Mankind. 
"Before the Law, faith Tertullian, was 
written in Tables of Stone, there! was: 


1Ja2 unwritten Law, which was given 
' | cither in Horeb,' nor Sinai, nor'im the 


Deſert ; but in Paradiſe. And was na- 
trally both known and kept by the 


| Fathers; who from the obſerving of 
' [the Equity and Juſtice of this Natural 


Law, received Titles of Approbation 
and Honour 3 as Noah was called a 


bl 


"114 man, and Abraham the | ongey of 
Fe God; Tertul. c. 2. adver/mus Tu COS. 
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| And that © this unwritten Law given |" 
in--Paradiſe ,” was the' /i>' Preceprs, -we | # 
may-'conclude ' from what Mr. Seldon | 
tells us out of Moſche ber Maimon, who' | © 
(faith he) peremptorily delivers, that |] i 
the ſax Precepts were given to the firſt Man | | 
from the ery beginning of the World. And }'* 
therefore ought rather to bear the naine 
of Adam than of Neab; for the latter Þ* 
can-be entitled -to-them' no otherwiſe, |#! 
than as in him all Mankind was.prefer-' | 
ved, as in the former they had been | 

n. - In which ſenſe all Nations of 
and Kindreds of Men, were'called he | 
Sons ior | Children of Noah + Among ['* 
which there was no exteriour Badg of | 
diſtinction, till God gave 4brobam the. |; 
Sacrament of Circwmciſion ; which didnot ' 
leſſen or abate the extent and power of | 
the /ix Precepts : for after Circumciſion. | 
the” Jews as well as the reſt of Men |” 
ſtood*obliged to their obſervance. , Not |*# 
indeed was it poſlible to be otherwiſe Þ# 
ſeeing that therein was contained the Þ* 
Univerſal Religion. And at the coming F** 
of Moſes, theſe Precepts' were fo fat” bgb, 
from being evacuated, . that they were 
confirmed, with the addition of others F® 
concerning the Sabbath, the Reverenceg** 
of Parents, and the very thought ot 
defalking other mens Goods. All whip 
makeP'* 
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| make' up the Ter words or Decalogue. 
 { And'that was now Engraven in Tables 
" | of, Stone, which before was only writ- 
- [ien'in Tables of Fleſh. But the fox 
p || Precepts were the Catechiſm of the 
} | World from Adam to Noah, who recei- 
| jed:the Seventh. In which condition 
_ Re ion continued till Abrabam recei- 
g {ed the Precept of Circumciſion, upon 
,; tich came the great diſtindtion of Na- 
- [fions. in reſpe& of Worſhip. And now 
n J!&#Jews had eight Precepts for the Rule 
is | Duties, under which they continued 
s [tl che time chat God at Mara gave 
[them a Statute and an Ordinance; and 
Tiji-ſpaces filled up: their Ritual. 
is. | Bur char which moſt imports the pre- 
ot (at: Subject, is the manner how the: 
of hf ix Precepts were inſtructed: Which! 
}Þthout doubt was vive woce, or by .an 
oh Wal Inſtitution : for certainly of things 
os Pritten, there can. be no other means. 
ﬆ& dinſtil and propagate their knowledg'; 
hs {&r-notwithſtanding that chefe Precepes! 
ng Pain'd lack an apparent Equity and 
piger , as could be by none , denyed, 
4. therein had once been duly in- 
5 Pmned, yer. there was a neceſlity of 
co Papecent means to procure this'Intor-. 
of tion. For let Characters be: never” 
ichParge' and evident in«themſelves} yer 
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the faireſt Paper cannot” exhibit PETE 
till thereon. they be duly placed. Ayd-. 
if the Soul of Man be at firſt as a Buk' 
wherein nothing is, and yet every thing” - 
may be written; then. either Education: 
or Inftrufion, Uſe or Diſcipline muſt of 
necellity fill up this blank. And the 
Keſa Tabula of mans Soul, as. it is moſt 
ſuſceptive, ſo is it likewiſe moſt | con-» 
cerned to be firſt Engraven with thoſe! 
things which indiſpenfibly reſpe&: his 
Duties toward God and his Neighbour ;. | 
(the Contents of the /ix Precepts). And 
that the Soul cannot be otherwiſe fur- 
niſhed therewith, than by Oral yo 
ou Or Catechiſm, will be granted by all 
who would not have this Table writ up: | 
on juſt like thoſe which Moſes receivedin 
the Mount. | 
But what in this caſe may ſeem we if 
dark! probable i in the two Patriarch: i 
Mankind, is conceived to be clear and{j 
evident - in the Father of the Fairhful Ar 
For Authors of no contemptible Credit |j 
Colle from that Encomium God pl og 
brabam, for his foreſeen care to uy 
&' his Conn and Houſehold. | w1 
keep be wy the Lord, and to. do 
Mg 
eut \' Gen. 19, 19. 
des of inſtruction is there ſou 
_— For-albeit that to do Janine 
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* T]adgment is a Principle naturally im- 
L- [printed upon Mans Soul, in a Charadter 
&' | jo Mortal Power can efface; yer it was 
$ 1 Morally impoſlible for 4brabams Fami-” 
n | to keep the [way of the Lord :) Thar 
fk |, to be acquainted 'with the Purport 
Re Jand Condition of that Covenant God 
| Thad made with Abraham ; where there 
N+}wss no Divine Inſpiration , nor any 
&' IWricten Word to guide them; unleſs 
W' ihrabam by a gentle and eafie Method, 
r3-fntroduced them into the knowledg of 
nd [hat ſo intimately concerned them. 
- Thnd not to be ſcrupulous about words 
#- 10 forms of Speech, it is more than pro- 
all Jlable, that this Holy Man taught his 
up" Thmily viv4 voce, or familiarly by 
18 [yord of 'mouth, which is the true and 
bd K " Senſe of that whereof we now 
sf |" Bur not to place any ſtrength in this 
anIntance, nor in what 1s obſerved to this 
fu, Purpoſe, either in the Inſtitution of- 
alb eboaſh by Fehoiads the Prieft , nor what 
AVelhlomen infinuates concerning himfelf ; 


W*Ir'in what the Rabbins aftert of the 
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1 weny houſes of Catechiſm: that were in 
'{# [he alem; nor. in what ſome write 


ncerning the Schools of the Prophets, 
wav that one part of 'their employment 
a= to Catechize : not placing, I ſay, 
mel . any 
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20. TMhe Pzimitive Juſfitution,  . 
any: ſtrength in theſe ' Inſtances, which! | 
might be urged, as they have Been, in | 
favour: of che Antiquity of Catethiſm.;; 
T ſhall fix upon thac which yieldsboth w/ 
more obvious and certain Teſtimony of 
its Ancientneſs, namely ; That the Jews; | 
have continually had, and to this day: } 
have the practice of Catechiſm, by which! Þ 
they introduce their Youth into the. [Þ 


, 


4 
4 
4 
c 
fi 
f 
p 
knowledg of God, and the Rites of hig/] 
Worſhip. Tis true, there is fone | 
difference in the time when this Inſtitu-! [M 
tion is begun : For the Ancient Jews be, | 
gan not to Teach their Children the [At 
Principles of their Religion, till they: | 
were compleat Thirteen years of Agey/ | 
bue the Modern .Jews in the Eaſteny 8 
Parts eſpecially; begin much more ea | 
ly. And this they do; (as Aaron Benetdn: þ% 
a Sabio in Barbary told me) becauſe off 
their unſetelemente, and for fear a ſud-' h 
den-removal ſhould prevent them in this 
Duty. 4, m 
Ir is very remarkable, that no Foot 
ſteps of Catechizing - appears in-thiF 
Service of the Temple ; which was ine 
deed fo wholly Ceremonious, that it} 
may be doubted whether: ought of Mowfe* 
ral Religion (the' chief -of CarechiſmÞ*7 
was therein either :thought of or da{gnn 
ed. | Indecd after che. Erection'of SYnapar 

| gogus | 
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| | gogues there appear: great indications, 
* | thar:chis way of inftruftion was in no 
qolgar requeſt : But-chen in fixing the 
; certain time when theſe Religious Edi- 
F# | tices were Erected, there is ſmall agree- 
« | ment among the Learned. That Syna- 
"Y wgues were built before the Jews re- 
þ Jam from Babylon, is very*uncertain. 
ae. (hut after they were returned, -it is plain 
jig [that their Land was full of cheſe Houſes 
as [{&dicated to - Gods publick Service:: 
na. [wherein all parts of Divine Worſhi 
| [({&cept Sacrificing ) were celebrated. 
he [And they may be taid to have had'that 
ey, Relation to the' Temple, which Paro- 
264 [ial Churches have now to the Cathe- 
on JL But not co diſpute about the An. 
ans [uity and Quality of Jewiſh- Syna- 

© ({gues, that which I would obferve 
Ferein, as moft agreeable to the thin 
rd. hand, 'is, Fhat Catechizing was (at 
hig{6ſt) a Principal part of that Teaching, 
-*aich was therein frequented. And to 
cot! Fitelt this remark, one known Paffage 
th_&Þt of Epiphanizs, compared with ano- 
; inci in #7. Fofephrs, are all the Autho- 
at itÞs that are thought needful to be pro: 


iu) Epphanine ſpeaking of the Scribes(who 
(anc the chief Maſters of the Syna- 


Ynales) faith that they were Sdnfort 
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o4 vous Rn of the. Law; and | $ 


that they taught. os #r5iulw Yeruuml, F 
a kind of Grammatical knowledg herein, iN 
And- Foſephas writes,: that by vertue of 
chis Teaching the Law, the Jews were |:* 
as ready to anſwer any Queſtion de. |, 
manded of them concerning it, as. to |: 
their own Name. And the reaſon heÞ:; 
renders of this readineſs, is very obſer-[4 
vable, as to the reſent Theme, which [.g 
is this, ©. Becauſe learning the Principles f| ” 
their Religion as ſoon as ever! they -were|-0 
come to knowledg, they kept them firm}, 
ted & Tdis Juyais, in their Souls $ 
yy And how well the Circumſtat-|q 
ces of this way of inſtructing the Law| i 
ſuies with Catechizing Jin the molt bis 
hr Notion, I leave the impartial fof (1 
ju py . 
Now that the things thus taught wrſ: 'F 
not barely.cthe meer words 'of the Lavgy d 
and their naked Reading (as ſome hartfys 
ſuppoſed,) may be concluded frdm theſh 
ood effe& and influence which his inf ſi 
uction had upon the inſtructed, Fa Jt 
we find that it. preſerved them. in;þ 
true Worlhip of the true God ; whi Fat 
was 2 work too high to be accompll ln. 
by ſuch” low means, as naming, [pelin '8 
ng Letters and Syllables together, Al 0. 
1h h other Abcedarian and Rr ii 3 fe 
icetialy: 


4 
10S 
\F, 
&& E 
1 
/ 
: ; 


| mm, 23 
d | Niceties. And that by this inſtruction 


), [che Jews were preſerved in the true. 
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| Worſhip of the:trae God, is excellent- 
| 1y obſerved in this particular, namely, 
{That albeit the Hebrew Nation, before 
| their Captivity, had Prophets to in- 
{'ſtru&t them-in the true Worſhip of God, 
beÞ:yet they were always falling into Idola- 
&-F'iry. But when they were returned out 
i |'of Babylow, though they wanted Pro- 
+f |;phets, yet they kept cloſe, and faithfully 
varadhered to the: Worſhip of the True 
my]:God. (Though it muſt not be denyed 
£#]but that' many Corruptions and -he- 
arltrodox Conceits were therein retained.) 
Wind the Reaſon that hereof is rendered, 
obj the inſtruction uſed in the Syna- 
| tofopues : Whereby they were ſo through- 
I | rp in what they profeſſed, and 
TT firmly andearly rooced in the Know- 


Atkde and Service of God, chat their 
WMittetion there-from was even Morall 

\2*pmpoſlible. But when chey wanted thus 
5 iplain way of being thus Catechiſed, 


! 


Fey fell inro all thoſe Evils, which are 


1. Fihe undeniable Conſequences of the 
M*Iwant.of Catechiling, even Diver/ties of 
Ii . yy! Vþt 4 ns, Sefts, and Diviſions. | 

en St. Paul Arguing with 'the Gnoftick, 


+ Fad concluding him excuſeleſs in what 
"I Ud, uſeth this Topick : "That he had 
Mi nor 
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| ho fandio tabindſ to 
otherwiſe, -but had already ther 
eu S Catechumn : But whether; 
may; hence! infer, That the Old $y 
-gogue had: a formal Catechiſm like he” 
zo lay I ſhall not temerariouſly;pf re 17 7 
.hounce. eat co EY bY eh 
maybe collected from «thoſe Comme 
-taries -which paſs under- the natn'e's 
St: Ambroſe : Where we find the Ofkal- 
.of thoſe Doqors mentioned, 1 1] 
28. thus expounded : Iles didit Path | 
'res 5c; - He calls thoſe Do's or 
Teachers, who in the Church in{tu#Ff 
eg Childret: in Reading and. cecainy [4 ' 
their, Zeſſons, according to the Ci tan[” 
.of the Synagogue ; for their T 
hath,-paiſed unco _ us. If you: ask n 
what the Leſſons were, which Rei Do 
£&tors taughe the Childrens. Tar fv ” by 
The Principles of Religion.” If: you'd 
mand ”_ manner -. how ; they!/3 wy ug 
Taught; 1 reply, In- 2 manner iſe: af ” 
their Capacities. If again ycu ae. 
mand what that manner was.; wp uri on. 


ou 


mon:acception .of che. Wort." Par 

pcm, fhauld be:;il}: tnoked F 
eing a ns: and rl thi br ; 
; then' the greateſt part.o Uh 0 

awe: may be-had under a jealous ſpelt _ 


the / ng account } 7 rs it is moſt 

| Pehain that a large ſhare both. of :Chr;+ 

w Rites and Dotrines were: derived 

" kn Judaiſm, which was nat to be laid 

tolate by Chriſtianity, but compleated! 

B reformed, The Primitive Chriftia- 

hy being (according to Mr. Selgen) the 

ſul and Prophetick-Off \pring of the 
Wl Jodaifn. : 


CHAP. IL 


”? : ing. in times of the Apoſtles. Evi+: 
1 hereof :in St.: Pauls pits." 17h, 
ſnzenss of their Catechiſm. __ 


"Vp how dim ſoever the traces of chis 
LW ind of inſtruction be inthe Few:ſk 
Pi þ yet the" Foor:ſteps, thereof 
ie - more rraceable- in - the - Goſpel, 
Were Catechiſm is not qbſcurely inti-{. 
, if we may rely any. thing-on: 1 
x2 and Sentences which therein +58 
9 this purpoſe. 
and in the Fiſt place, it cannot be, 
"oi bur chat in che inſpired Epiſtles 
Ix read of two forts of Cheilti- 
Ehamely, ſach as were newly ad- 
d into the Church, compared. by: 
Werer to New-bern Babes, 2 Per. 2.2. 
) C and 


<6 ſuctraviad ve on 4 vs naw {iN 
time; called by: St. Paw che Prrfeth,-in| Chri 
reſpet of:their greacer Progreſs in ns 
Ttian Religion 3 or the wiſlom whithe(|t 
fcends'. from; above, or which Cliff; 
cameto Teach and Infuſc, St. Fm. vy;| rin 
Tathe former or theſe they gave! Mitk; = 
and inftructedithem- in'the cafier: Poins}/'F Ftie* 
of Moon: But ſtrong Meat:-wis ww x | 
Cained rthe later. Who having been {of E 
firſt well Catechiſed in Chriſti;nity, dhief 
were capable of higher Myiteries. | And|Catec: 
.of this we have a clear illuſtration; n te acl 
fixth to- the Ro where we fil 're; ; 
of - the © #574 Xeiru Adger, Thy" De Koto 
.Gfrine, or Wfcounſe of the begin jup/of | } 
Chriſt ! Or (as we now read 1t) the: Frin-l 4n 
.ciptes of the Doctrine of Chriſt; ''Tiſptione 
I a Catechiſm which- contained'; / bid 7 
Summery of theſs Principles: | vinaſe 
were neceſſary -for- every. Chriff an 4 
lears, -and to-be- laid as a Foun latit 
meet for the Superſtructure. of | \ghe 
Myſteries, and: matters of a jeep W 
reach 3 ſuch as the Prieft- hood a? 
.hjzedeek, and yu he: was a 'T'} 1e'o ofþehi 
Chriſt; Heb. - And of thek Werſred,. 1 
St, Paul weak 1166 intreat, till: } > far : or 
the former fo faichfully received. : belt i we 
ved and practiſed, as that they m gel 
laid afide-for the preſent. Fo +1 bh 5 = 
| ouh+ 'F 


| ow this amt or o Pinciples whereid 
| Chriftians were firftinftraced! are thus 
| ackod'd by che Apefite : Firſt, Repen- 
| rmce- from dead; works: : Secondly, 
[Faith towards God ;- Thirdly, The Do- 
[&rine: of Bapriſit' : Fourthly, Impoſiti- 
_ hands, or Confirmation: : TORY» 
Article 6f "hs ReſuriEtion froth 
:.dead:/ And Laſtly, Fhe"certtifcy 
[of Krernial Fiuilgooens. Theſ© wiete"ths' 
| chief and main © Poirts of the' Apoitits 
Catecbiſms,the firſt Principles af che O- 
|recles of--God, the Rudiments of Chri- 
» Religion, feirk 64r: Okl:-Marginal 
| hivbe; ori the Taretbiſm*-whitrein: the 
[younger forc-of thoſe tinies were” in-: 
fed. Andtheſe Articles'now men- 
ned;.-or' ſore: fuch - like, were (no 
| _ that. Forii' of Podtrine, thar 
Fmanaer of Carechizing' which was deli- 
- to the- Romjans, Rom: 6:17. or as' 
s: Margin /reids out of che Greek, 
Femcreunato! ye wete delivired or giver up : 
; Where the. ordinary Phraſe is: changed 
tym Apoſtle: .For albeir to ſay; 'Fo 
Ss form” of Do@ ins you were: delive- 
f Wibd; isinor fo agrecable cither tothe La- 
He or Engliſh ſpeech, as, This form of 
| 4Dc arine which was delivered unto You: 
pacr the Apoltle-mxkes u'e of the firit, 
| to tell us, ſaith Cajeren, That not for 
; IF C 2 INUCA 
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, that ehis form of Dottrine ſpoken oi by: | 
. ty, or the Catechiſm uſed in thoſe eurly; 
contained the firſt. Principles of thi: O.. 
.Nand the,Crecd, as Cyril of. Hieru/ tlem! | | 


.Creed and Decalogue, as Aquinzs \' O- 


.cbumens learned, and profcſled at. Rap: 
7:ſm ; whereof the Creed was the Prins) 


thoſe who were to be Baptized, ſhuld: 


ing and rehearſing of che Creed. Which. 


— a 
> "Y « 


much the form of Religion was deliver 
ed to Men, as:chat Men were delive 


to the form 'of Religion... That fo by; | 
this means Religion mighe be know'tca: | ge; 
have Authority and Power over Man, |:,al 


and not Man over Religion. But mito: | ;y. 
inſiſt upon chis ;. ic a not be douied |, 


St.. Paul, was a Summary of Chriſtians: | 
and beſt times of. Chriſtianity, wich 
racles of. » By which ſome unler- 


in his Catech. , 4. ſtyled by him the a why. 
Introdu#ion, in alluſion to St. Paul, '1/Cor./ 
3- 2. Heb. 5.,13. Others, of the C'eed: | 
and Lords Prayer, as Bede : Others," the: 


thers, all.choſe Elements. which the (/ate: 


Cipal. Which wich the Lords Prayer the 
.Clergy was injoyned co Teach the! 12eo- 
ple, Concil. Mogunt. cap. 45. And it was 
a general command of the Church, that 


have a certain time allotted for the |zarn-: 


the Eaſtern Chriſtians always repeated | 
with a clear Voice, when they cams wy 


| 
1 


» +* 2 {5 
\ = - 

% £3255 » VA 

| ——_— 

» 7 Eo ACh .* & 'n. 
04 SEE © F - by” 

34 46 1 422 ad 
F ray 


the Holy Communion of Chriſts Body 
| and Blood : As appears in the Twenty 
ſecond Canon of: the Council: of :Tolkedo. 
Buar'if this ſeem to reſtrain Catechiting 
1T'only-co ſuch Catechumens asin the Hiſto- 
|ry-and Canons of the Church are' fre- 
| quently mentioned 3 and that this kind 
of inſtcuRtion was not uſed toward thoſe - 
whom by Baptiſm the Church had ab 
ready received into her Communion : 
It then follows, that we ſhew how Care- 
<;/92 was a plain Inſticution wherem all 
Behevers did Communicate. And in 
the firſt place ic is manifeſt our of Uecr- 
menizzes (expounding the-gryeie dp js hogiwy 
| %) That there were ſome Points of 
Chriſtian Religion wherein the Novices 
1 were. Catechifed.. befors' Baptiſm, and 
| ſome after. Thoſe in which they were 
Catechiſed before. Baptiſm, were, The 
meeſſity of Repentance : to renounce the De- 
| vil and all bis works : To believe in God, CC. 
\ | And thoſe Points which they learned 
after Baptiſm, were the Myferies of our 
Seviours paſſion and Prieſt-bood, his taking 
| «wr ſons on himſelf, and working ' our Sal- 
- [ration ; the Myſteries of our ReſurreFicn, 
| if the laſt Judgment, and everlaſting re- 
| ward, or life. And the Catechiſm of theſe 
4 vas common to all Believers, becauſe 


Et C 3 Secondly , 


39 "Pziitieive Auflitution, | 
. PIR 7 SPS : 
Thar Catechifing belonp4 [#1 


Secondly, MT 
fo all within the Church, and, was | 
not confined - only to' the Novices:i [4d 
Religion, and Candidates of Chriſtiant |{ 
ty; we may confidently infer from! de [0K 
expreſs words of St. Paul. Gal. 6.6, where | 
he divides the whole Church, to -which'** 
that Letter was directed, into Catechiff 
and Catechiſed. Whereby the lacer cans [y 
not be meant only thoſe who were not Þ* 
yet admitted to Holy Baptiſm, Styled | 
by the Church Canons Carechumens : |; 
For then we muſt conclude that the Ce Þ; 
rechumen and Believer were all: one: 
contrary to Tertullian de Panit. Cap. 6. de [** 
Corens Milis. Cap. 2: and all the Fathers! | 
And-thac there was a Chriftian Church j®© 
in Galzria, conſiſting of Catechumens of I® 
Unbaptiſed Perſons, 5. e. a Church of 
Chriſtians wichouc Chriſtians. Whick Þ 
abſurd inconveniences cannot beevaded; Þ* 
unleſs by thoſe Cacechiſed ſpoken of by n 
the Apoſtle, we underſtand fuch as had }* 
received Baptiſm already, and were ſtill | 


. 


ro be inftruaed in chat Religion where- | 
into by thace Divine Rite they had been | 
admired, So thae in St. Pauls time Cx | 
rechilinginirs Native acception was 20nr | 
cinued even \ts:thoſe who had attained |. 
akeady. to fo. mach knowledg in: the Þ 
Principles of Chriſtianity, as one "| 
- : RS. 
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4. hom, in = Langnage « of the Ancients, 
yas [ampetentes, or Perſons fir for Baptiſm, 
in ind co be admitced to' the: higher My-- 
#& Ikeries of Religion. The ſame Apoſtle 
b " the Corinthians , © that) be had fed: 
with Milk, chat is, by the'conſent: 
fall with Carechreical Do&#rines. And 
there is no doubt that thoſe Texts in 
Heb. 5. 12. Heb. 6. 1. are 
4 5 18. *5* - pregnant intimations of This: 
4" faith. The like may. be affirmed of 
| what St. Lake has recorded. 
| [late ++. concerning the Imroduttion 
; ſdrhe Eloquent Hpolios, and his moſt Ex» 

ew: Theophilus, into the knowledg. 
« Otrilt. And what: has been ſaid; 
Words fafficient - ground of afſerting.: 
y : Weidiſm 10 have been in wie with the: 
f job = and wor ws Morn — 
re S ow- It was : 
: racice us She Primitive Church, 
the SubjeR of rhe enſuing Chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. - | uaþ 
The Apoſtles Catechiſts in. ſeveral Provintu ti 
an 


x 


v 


The Declenſion and Reftauration of \ Cats | 

chiſing. Catechiſts Styled Exorcifts, $6. |oar 
D Ur if we imagine that the maxksofÞÞ” 
Catechiſing are leſs apparentin the jk; 
New Teſtament, yet if we look.intglg, 
Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory , we. ſhall they 

find that the Apoſtles had - their '% verallg,, 
Provinces wherein they were Catebills |þ,. 

| And that by means of conſtant Cate-Ii& 
-” ghiſing, many Kingdoms within, Fop je, 
{T4 89:5ears afrer!.the Paſſion received an ii. 
"=. altexation- in their-Pagan Ceremonies |. 
Altborgh..ic muſt :be- confeſſed thar-it js, 
was not- long-till cha; Malice and nv 
f che Devil and Man brought a giecaf I. 

in this moſt -uſeful Inſticurion. Ox Ps 

the ſecond Age, we read that. Catechirjh,. 
ſing was ſo far declined, that Orig by 
(living ia the Two hundred and. thirti«.þ,,, 
ech of Chriſt) was honoured with the by. 
Title of its Reſtorer. But where this þ,. 
Reſtauration of Catechiſing . by. Origen1þ,, 
wags'affeced, is not ſoeyident, Thire By, 
a great probabilicy that Fudea wa the $.; 
Scene of ſo good an Action. For wore "4 
{that F- 


Þ's 
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| The Pzimicive Znftittions 33 © 
TY that he was very: kindly received there, 
e&r he fled - out of -4lexandris,; u 

4 falling into-diſgrace. with the C x 

" [ftians of that, Country, becauſe ih the 

« [time of Decizs he had offer'd Incenſe to 

P a.1do), to fave his Body (of which his - 
{jars was not "Ry : ioſtibable) from 

a wg Cetied by a filchy Erhiopian. - | - 

all In Alexandria, Origen could not-be 


the; jd to/reftore Catechiling, for. it: is ex- 
all Kelly affirmed, thar there he ſucceeded 
A Catecheticd his Maſter Cle» 
7 88 as Clemens had done his Maſter 
em. in the fame Chair. .And of 

Eiewo later, we-are told; :thar they. © 

Je: their. Employment: .to Teach. 5% 


H- Cone of Reli not: by. Sap". 5 = 
2 mons or Homilies, | no eg Catechiſen, Ins | 
Tlich Schoolls and Colledges, as-in great 
—_ che ey EGS þ had founded 
Ae purpoſe 
>.that' we ſee: how-in. eranitria 
fnd-we may, hope chat the like was in 
x Parts) there 'was a ſucceſſion of 
pechifis 3 who. were alſo called Zxor+.. 
J: Fr; not only becauſe (as Jidore explains- 
E word) by Prayer in the Name of Je- 
el they caſt unclean xy out-of -thoſe- 
the $2 were poſleſſed ;; Nor meerly in} re+ 
3 vd of .Exorcifing, the /Pagan Catecbt-. 


wy þwhen they came to be Baptized (as 
* C5 is 
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is to be feen-at large'in Birchardas Us wi | 
watenfc) but becauſe that by their ti 1; 
gent 'Cacechifing the Principles of Cl 
ttianity, they Pulled: down Kolatty,j nd 1. 
thereby caſt Satan ourof his Kingdom, [+ 
and diotleſied then ofthat Tenor which I:: 
by Idol-worthip he had folong ufurjed, I}. 
And the firſt part of the: Vow of Pap» Jy 
vifns; binds''the- Baptized xo renot fhceh;. 
idolatry under the name-of Devil.”That],.; 
Exorciting was an Office of good'r&}.. 
te in the Ancient Church, and-n«t toll 
invaded by the Laity, is clear ou? oIfF 


2691! Cp. 4.3. tolls, how the -very Faves 
tical Womneti were' become 6 ſhameldbſh; 
and maleparc,” that -chey durſt Teach. 
Diſpure, *Exorciſe, andeven Bape; | J, 

Mr. Ceivin makes it a probable [+117 'M 
jecture, that the Epiſtle ro the Helrewyy 
was not Penn'd till ſome tinae after! thiſy; 
Goſpel was,' and the Church liad er jd. 
a form of Government, and had ©: Hit Fl 
tured among other things, an Orc &r 4 
InſtruQion, or Catechiſm, in whichbou.. 
the Adale Converts, and Children Wc 
Believers were to. be Taught : - Ar lM 
further adds; rhatthoſe Principles: na 
doned Heb. 6. had reſpect unco the gal. 


and eſtabliſhed form of Catechiſm, Rowe. 
this conjecture be argumeintative,. aruwnge.. 
I : £r x” | 4 Jy 
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"The Pit afvive J Efomronmy; 
[bred to: its: pragied: dans qhoph 
ed no more/to-prove - Loretling 
ſe of > RO TRAIRSenns 
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. Ne Anviquir 2 Cancchiſin lone 
es —" here oc COR UVentence © In re ſpetF-: 


hol of ri Object ; Merbed of Infituitione. 


ral DUcſappoſe that all which has hither- 
LJ to. been: obſerved be not evident; , 

y, that nothing-of this way of Teach--- 

bs was cver in uſe with. the.Primirrye - 
ethitrudors of Chriſtianity, which would 
"Mea veryuncouth ſuppoſal ; yer this doth. 
[| rantude ageink the Age, hue hot: 
convenience of Catechiſm; It no> 
-proves that ſuch .a way-of jaltry- - 

:{8on had noc _ hi 5 cations), Solan: 
- roduce/ignoran els intorthe know-- 
"Ide - of mg —_ Faich,; ; For: all. choſe - 
bo by. ordinary jteans- were. t9- be- 

Atv: m erted to Chriſtian Religion, were-no 
E Theſe & ignorant of its Principles, than thoſe - 
ts who are born within the Church; . 

' d cherefore __ Capra: therein, , 
as Proper.a requiſte.. them; $55 

be the Fos the ignorance. ob the one, , 
ass 
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.a8vel asof the other, wasto beremoved Ih 
by::fuch:means- as all diſcreet Teachers | 
have chonght ſuirable ro that end. | | 
Now it is obvious to every Capacity 
that no Mans ignorance can be remov 
by Rhetoricating Harangues, Pompons Diſ- 
courſes, profound Reſearches, &c. But iy 
humble and plain Leffons : Eaſe aj\d 
obvious Rules :- And ifach 4. b. c. Ruli- 
ments, as fall under the comprehentfin 
| of the-rude and unlearned ;. and which 
$ are proper to prepare them for higher 
þ -*Leflons. In brief, though the thihgs 
| Which are taught be in themſelves ſub- 
Time and difficult, yet the-manner /of 
"Teaching them aſs be humble -andea- 
#16.” And this way of inſtruction was'(no 
| - doubt) piirfued by the Primitive Door, 
2 -who did notonly prepare by Catechiſing 
; the'ruder Infidel to receive Baptiſm, ' but 
-did alſo by the ſame courſe buildup and 
"*8ducatethoſe into a more perfet know- 
dg of Chiiſtianiry, whom they | had 
-already Baptiſed; And therefore Kany#v 
and" Oizhpgy, to Catechiſe. and Editie, 
are with Grammarians - terms expreſhive 
"of :each other; -- | 
© -And' this'makes Catechiſing. highly 
-convenientin reſped of therrue:Method JA 
"of learning + For therein is obſerved:the J 
- natural path of -inſtrucion, which ever J6 


is 
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hepins with ſhort and obvious notions, 
qo:the, end the Learner may not be dif- 
I ouraged with a difficult .and perplexed 
ty, [eatrance. For. if the minds of Novices, 
red Jor -youn Tt a ſhould be loaden 
D;/: land puzzled with multitude and variety, 
/y [or with obſcurenes and .prolixity of 


1d [Rules, they would be in danger to reje& 
iis 


the whole Inſticution, for- the irkſome 
 [gxinfulneſs of its. firſt Grounds, . And 
ich [albeit - chat all beginnings are attended. 
with Hardſhips : Yet they ought in all 
reaſon to be reduced to as great an. eaſt 
a6 as their Nature ;will afford z to the 
8 that they may. not. diſhearten the 
Vadertaker. This we fee is the courſe 
of all Ares and Sciences, both 'Liberal 
and Mechannick, which have their Ins 
todutive and. Initiatory Syltems, cone 
tkining ſuch eaſie Elements as being firſt 
known, fir the Learner for deeper ;No- 
»w- {caments.: / And. theſe lower - Rudiments 
ad Jhold ſome reſemblance with chat leſſer 
x [ze of Vertues, , which ſome Platonifts 
tie, {tall Purgative, becauſe they are-firft ta- 
ive Jin into the Soul to cleanſe and. prepare 
ter for che reception of Greater..,, And 
bly [in Religion it. is as requiſite as in hyman 
1d JArts, that the firſt Leſſons be framed 
che Jiecording co the weak and ſlender Capa- 
ver Iſies ot youngelt Begmners, | 
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v 25here is ſmal] probability that | 
Wricing ke ſhonk]'ever he able to give. 
the rye proportion of Words,” who ne 
ver learned the firlt '&+anghr of Letrers + 
50 there 1s no great aſfurance, that any. j; 
-one ſhould maks any ſolid and firm Pro- | 
grek in the Myſteries of Chriſtianiey,. | 
who was never acquainted with the Prin- I; 
Xiptcs thereof ; or, That thoſs ſhould: be: [: 
able cogive any 'good account of the |; 
Hope thac is in them, who never lear> ]/ 
ed the Articlesof Fazth, on which their | 
hope is formded. | 
| Fa this os or —— usto the- 
Tight w? "grounding Rebgion : for 
By Wat ſad, it is. caſie to perceive,, 
that ſolid Catechifing is to the orderly- 
Structure of Spiritual Knowledge, what a. 
fare Foundation is to any marerial Fa-- 
brick. And therefore he that would ed> 
fre himfelf, or others, in Chriſtianity, 
'withone this Ground-work, build but a: 
Viſionary Church, or a Houfe' upon the. 
Sand. As hath been : fadly viſible -1n- 
thoſe Perſons who- being not founded: 
pon this Rock., have been quickly. 
Thaken. and blown down with every. 
"Wind of Corrapt- Dottrine,, vented by 
*Menccrafry to contrive deceit. It being: |: 
| "Impoſſible that thoſe ſhonld be fted- Þ 
| Hhft. in ſuch: Principles of Religiat's my 
I SOETET where: F;. 


2 EY 
RE, 
"0. OY 


| * * in they were never RT and 
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N D not only the'ſure ma of 
. bue alſo the regular-and/{olid 

tinoe and increaſe in the Knowledgs of 
' 5 D7oine, makes: Carechiſmg' a'n&s 
. efiry IcroduRive. / For unleſs by chis- 
[mans we be firmly principled in Chri- 
' {Kinity, our knowledge therein will be 
both {mall and unſtable 2 and as a per- 
weſous conſequent thereof, we ſhall 'be- 


h [nie erifling and affected i in thar lictke- 
Pl Ay we know: ' For it fares 'm Diviriey as: 


Miloſophy, wherein a-lictle fina 
Knowledge makes Men vain and 
ming, whom a deeper inſight therein. - 
would render compoſed and ſettled. _. 
- "hk this has been, and 3s ſtill, miſers- | 

. apparent in the Ancient *and M6 

aries, whom a meer conceir'6F 
riedge hach tempted to allume arid 
uſurp- 


4 The Primitive Infliturion 

*  wuſixrp thePlace and Function of Teach: | 

ers, underſtanding neither what they fay, 
nor whereof they affirm, 1 7im.1. 7. And I 
indeed cheir ignorance is the: Mother of I 
ſuch aſſuming Knowledge, as is ſeen in ÞÞ 
our great Pretenders to Spirituel Scie#te, . 
who but too. exactly . prove: 'thems I 
ſelves deſcended. of thoſe Old Grofticks, | 
who: were-ſopeftilencial to the Primitive 
Church ; being notoriouſly addiced to 
Blaſpheme, rail at, and ſpeak-evil of the '/ 
things they know not; and in a pecu- 
liar 'manner are gifted with Malicioul- 
neſs} Avarice, Schiſniaticalneſs, Rebel-- ]' 
liog, 'and. Contumacy : According-rto [8 

their, deſcription ;in. St. Jude 10.11. 125 

&c, And .the want of having been duly 

acquainted with the true grounds of Re- 

ligion, is one main.reaſon why they. are 

in that Divine Scievce ſuch Smatcerers 

and half-wicted ; whereof there is ſmall 

hopes; ever- to haye' them. cured, but: by 

a fall Inſticucionjathoſe Elements which 

are undemiably requifite ro ſound Knows 


_ ge. E334 1 Y 

;;: Bur Catechiſing is not only neceflary 
upon the.account. of a,regular entrance 
and ;encreaſe.o Knowledge in; Religi- 
on,: but. alſo; to, give- us. a clear intuici- 
on.of. thoſe. particular. Truths whereof 6 
we. cannot be ignoraii, but with ar, Jt 
peri 
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s 4 | tof our reveenal Hap ineſs. For not- 
w.. | cigges that all chings neceſfary to 
1 _ are clear and plain in Scrip- 
et the Scripture ir {elf is ſo fpach 
- ield, that even a wary Traveller 
+ Inay therein loſe himſelE And beſides 
« Ithis, the things neceſſary to be known 
'. Iby-us in order to our future Welfare, 
| Ixe in Sacred #rit ſo often mingled with 
things that are ocherwiſe, chat it exceeds 
Ihegenerality of Capacities co find them 
| Jait, and - rightly to fever.  Thofe that 
 Iveidle (as the moſt are ia this Study) 
[ll nor cake pains; and thoſe that are 
gnorant have not the abiliry co diſtin- 


: Z colle&, and reduce ſuch mnece y (4 
; to. their reſp:Aive Chapters. 


re-till ſach Poincs be plainly digeſted 
to \/everal Heads. , iy - leaſt: the 
8 illiterate gs, will unavoida- 
ly want a competent Knowledge of 
paris neceſlary both to their Tempc 
iwmoers) Ha yon Now 


6 gathering of thele neceſſary Trurhs | 
to. Sums "Tod Madels , Is the 
Nork of Catchiſm, is viſible inal thoſs 
hems which have ever born that Name. 
. of this Truth, our own Charch-Cas 
Sn yields a ſufficient Teſtimony : In 
- Mich all chings that concern Faith, 
W * e,. Prayer, and DaFrine;. are: cols 
18 * lected 


> <> The Piimitive Infituriont, 7 
lected 'into'fuch fore and plain Sams; fi 
that che weakneſs of no Mans Wir can | 
either hinder alcogether the Knowledge, 
or excuſe the utter agnorance of things |: 
neceflary to Salvation. For whoſoever, by 
with a mind mw rea oi + , 
1mpartiall © wrch Catec - 
he aobforns all ſaving Truths, Iv 
reduced to ſuch ſhort, but fall Heads, fn 
that the weak are not left ro the hazard: If 
ous, nor the flothful to the laborious Kis 
gs ttiereof 1a Holy Scriptures, . 


—_ CHAP. VIL 


Coatechifing the xoft Juteble means to heal by 
. weral/Propefitions to be ſuppoſed. . A fhurd pa! 
digreſſion concerning our Diſorders. 
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s; Will not be altogether impertinent” and 
eſs, a little to conſider what our pre- 
i Diforders are. | 

And'in the Firſt Place we cannot 
kt'obſerve, that our Declenſion both 

bm the Deſign and Rule of the Goſpel, 

rot conſpicuous only in thoſe gong 
Iauchees, who grow weary of the 
Is, ame of Chriſt, or profeſs it only to 
a+ Fprace ie : Bur alſo in thoſe who ſeem 
wt and ſevere in performing all the 

- Small and Exteriour part of Diſciple- 
* #p. Even thoſe I mean, who are zea- 

© Is Hearers of Chrifts Word, and con- 
" Þnt Communicants at his Table, not 

\ boſe Ws Devotion to any other.* For 
theſe are comtent{as occaſion ſerves) 


w. kknels, Humility, Candor, Merciful- 
* Þ, and other inſtances of a fweet Na- 
#efo-vehemently urged by ouc Divine: 

av fw-giver, and which are the genuine 

0 Jak of erus Chriſtian © Principles, for 

ot Mtdne Law of ſordid Intereſt, brutal 

a Fon, and churliſh Self preſervacion, 
 Fouph they cannot bur acknowledge, 
I all theſe are totally oppoſite to rhe 
"© Spiric of Chriſtianity. And betides 

1 Pied Politicians, there are others whoa 

CNMts 100k upon Religion as a mger En- 

by W of ' Scare, and a thing that—is "as 

hes tractable 


3 44 The Pzimitive Inflitution? | .E 
”  , trattable for Battery as Defence. AndF" 
who, notwithſtanding their contraryF* 
Pretences, live as if they -regarded -notÞf 
what Chrilt chiefly aimed at by his In-F 
carnation, Death and RefſurreQion;F" 
- And how that he gave himſelf for- uf" 
(borh in his Birth and Death) to redeemFe 
us from all iniquity, and to purifie-untoF* 
himſelf a peculiar People zealous off! 
Good Works. And that he roſe fromff 
the dead to. bleſs us, in turning. every 
one-of us from our Iniquities.” And that! 
the .main deſign of our inſpired Chit 
ſtianity,. is the entire Reformation off 
our Lives, and -to make us as good F< 
our Profeſlion. +748 
Rians there is another, which are 1o-fanf® 
tranſported wich - the '9pinion of thatf® 
Union which they fangy already to ey; 
joy witch Chriſt, that they dream-to-boſ 
inpreſenc Poſſeflion of that Viſion which 
15 peculiar to the fucure State.. And they l 
are ſo dazled | with the ſuppoſtticiou 
Glory of cheir Spiritual Perfection, tia 
. they contemn the - means: ordained- to 
make.them truly perfe&t, becauſe rneyF* 
fancy.they have arrived at it already. 'Þ 
And. with chels may be ae iy 
ſuch who are ſo cloſely addicted to theiffÞ 
own Opinions, that they think ic a of : 
rar 
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Fu pof Conſcience, Piety and Religion 
_ | _- and condemn whoſoever are 
"oi cheir Mindand Perſwaſion. Since 
In. rife we have been under a ſen- 
on Be decay of Charity, and (as a natural 
ſequent thereof) an encreaſe of wick- 


= Butif theſe ingroſs not all the occaſi- 

.. of8&f our Diſorders, there is another ſoft 

-om8cople who will fill up their meaſure : 

erptoſe I mean; who! pervert the plaineft 

” q res to ſuch a meaning, as doth. 

{Pteip to uy on their. Deſigns : And, 
15 yet worle 


Pty 4 
4 aFConſcience to aflert” thar'Senſe of %s 
A which they have perverſcly miſfa- 

5 And this deifying our own Inter- 
» faſſations , and 'tyrannically enforcing 
chan upon others : This reſtraining of- 
oen# Word: of Got! from that Laticude: 
o-beÞGenerality, and the Underſtandings, 
rhick$en from that libercy wherein Chrift 
echey@tis' Apoſtles left them, is, and hath” 
ciouf theonly Fountain of allche Schiſms 
.thagtie Church, and that which makes 


#} 


, who makg it matter, 


drone Immortal : The common Incen-, 
cheyÞs of Chriſtendom, 'and that 'which, 
dy- -Þinto pieces, not the Coat, but the 


Wels and Members of Chriſt : Ridenre . 


mate Walls of Separation, and all will 
1-1 : quickly 


\ theifF, nec dolente Fudeo, Take png 


- 


nigh vos Take a 
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ng Men for nor. ſubſcribing. to. thef 
Words of Men, as the Words of God; 
require of Chriſtians. only to: believe 
Chriſt, and to call. no Man. Meer but fi 
him only, Let thoſe leave claiming la-f 
falfdilicy, who have no Title co itz: and 
leet them - that .in. their Fords. difclaim fp 
ir, diſclaim it likewiſe in; their. dition 
M a.word,: take away tyranny ur Ovid; 
nions, . by which che Devil wirhſtandſ 
the Power of- Truth, and reſtore Chriſti 
ans to their juſt- and, full libersy of cap 
ivariig cheic. Underſtandings-co Seripall 
ture. only, .and as Rivers, whoſe - Baſs 
fage is not interrupted, run all: co. thilh 
Ocean ; ſo ic may well be hoped byly 
Gods Bleſfling, that Univerſal Liberty thus 
moderated, may quickly reduce us.i0fh 
Truth agd Unicy.; Theſe: thougtns off 
Peace thay come from the God ot.Pratady 
of; Who Bleſſing, I: recornmens, thats 
d rhat this may; nod be: looked :upoilihe 
tor fome ſingularicy in my own Periwa F 
ſfor, I have tran{cribed the Wards oth; 
of Mr. Chillingworth, and he out of a 
norher,, ' and encloſed rhear +in-, a-Pallhs 
renthelis. _ | ..' ip 
-Bur' taking no, delight to travel lus, 
therin fearch.of thoſe Diſtempers. whidliſ; 
Iam unable” co remedy ;- the only:comh, 
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-Jeis, thar they carinotbelooked tporr 


thelWhc Hes of our Religion, nor any 
xd: ly be charg'd upot-the Principles we 
erelnofets. And therefore we muff ſeek 
butſ{ewhere: to lay the Imputation-z and*F 
ln-Jtpht go ne farther than to- what I men- 

Wibned in the Imerodudion, even; the 
amjowiſſion,. or Luke-wazny aſe of Cate- 


ion-tiſing. | 

3 TH here in-the Firſt place, it-cannor 
aniiſie denyed, how char ie generality of 
ried: People of this Kingdom, have for 
capihany Years (at leaſt during the-time'of 
:ripalnir Tateſtine Wars) either been-defticare” 
Pal off Catechiſmg,; or: have: been Cate- 
- thi only i ſuch Principles, as were 
1 SfIbod (for nothing but ro: eſtabliſh the: 
| tflder in a curſed Schiſm and Rebellion, 
Us ind 40 infe&t” the- Younger with 'the 
5 Ofime Contagior: The 4 effets where: 


F- 


ears: ft viſlble itn the” unpeadeable: 
knees'of fome; and-in' the want of a” 
ole underſtanding of Religion in-mof?; 
1Wemireſpedt of- which,” we: have need to 
us 00 taught :again, which be the'firſt Prin» 
of Afiples-of 'rhie: Oracles of God ; being; 
+ Paſheome fuch as have need of Milk; 'and* 
- ,*IMof ſtrong Meare: The greareff part” 
| WIPthe common: People; being” 1o fir un- 
whicllero-reap- any benefit from: the hand / 
[Py of abſtruſer Myſteries nn + 
" an 


and Elakborate Diſcourſes, (which is f6 
ſtudiouſly purſued by our Farior and: | 
Florid Theologues) that they want inſtry- þ 
ion in the plaineſt parts of. Carechifti. ; 
cal Dofrines. For notwithſtanding þ 
that we. boaſt much of our Knowledge [| 
of Chriſt, and that our Proficiency. is þ 
ſo. great in Religion, that we conceive' 
our ſelves wiſer than our Teachers ; yer, {; 
if the Tree may be judged-by its Fruits, by 
we ſhall be found ſhamefully ignorant 
of what we aſſume to know, and to i 
have little of that Wiſdom which de» 
ſcends from above, which Chriſt came; 
to. teach and infuſe, and which is Pure, 
Peaceable, Gentle, eakie ta be entreated;.. 
merciful, without Hypocrifie and Wa-. þ 
vering. _ | k 
In the Second place, . we cannot but. Þ: 
with deep . Reſentments obſerve ,- that, 
ſince. the time God turned again our. þy 
Captivity, and. reſtored this Church to'F} 
the free uſe of his Ordinances, Catechi-: y; 
ſing has..met, bue with cold Entertain- fb 
ment, even from thoſe by whom it ons py 
to have. been moſt lovingly .careliled., 
For .in moſt places it has been looked/F 
pon rather as. a Foreigner, than a Na-1Þþs 
tive of the. Church; and as Fruits of; 
their Mouth, never in Seaſon but for a;Ylhg 
tew Days in Lens: And even then r064l or 
the Þ;. 


1 
> | L Church-Catecbiſm 1s generally taught, 
 f thout any ſuch explanation as is need- 
- |. in reſpe& of choſe ſlender Capaci- 
s to whoſe inſtruction it is chieſly de- 
4 . And if, in the Third place, we con- 
de er. who thoſe are, which on the_ one 
ve find hinder the progreſs and ſettlement 
'AM;h FUnicy, Peace, and Concord.in this 
its, Khurch,, by an undutiful froward -re- 
Int Ming of her Laws : Or, who they are 
Oat on the other hand Apoſtatize and 
terly forſake her Communion ; it will 
bo Ffound upon due examination, that 
& have laid the ground of the Diſo 
Cd, ten ceof the one, and of the defetion 
Var: pe other, in a want of a timely and 
at Catechiling. 
bu [ ad as for the Firſt fort, namely, the 
"Wbedient and refractory (who ate 
by known by the very candid Name 
I LDiſſenters) ey cannot pretend to- 
he) fore plauſible excuſe of their Unduti- 
ain- þ S, than that they were never dy- 
bf } [Catechiſed to the contrary. Far 
jring them to be Perſons not total- 
ked/F aken of all Ingenuity and righe 
Wy alon, we cannot imagine that they 
[ 


qauld lo foully violate their bounden 
IT 4: Yities both to God and May, had they 
(00,'Y _ fully tavghe, or did clearly 
| retain 
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retain any thing but an imperfe& and” 
prejudicate knowledge of thoſe Duties; ; 
as they are plainly ſet down in the Church; 
Catechiſm. | 
And as for the Latter ſort, to wit; 
thoſe who have Apoſtatized and falnÞ 
from ours' to the Roman Perſwafion, 
they have been fo far from having theirþ 
firſt Tinures and Foundation in Re-þ 
lIigionaccording to our publick Carechiſm,ſ 
that they might ſay thereof as thoſe ink; 
As 19. 2. did of the Holy Ghoſt. But 
we muſt limit this Obſervation chiefly 
to thoſe who had the unhappineſs to, 
be born in this Church when ſhe wak 

under the Crgfs, and wore the Marks, 
of her great Maſter. Andas for thoſe whoſſi; 
had been inſtructed in our Church Catch, 
ebiſm ; yet betore they Jett us, .they ha. 
fo far unlearnt it, as that they had re$ 4 
'tain'd of that Syſtem of our Religion. 
ſuch looſe, rambling , and incoheren.* 
Notions, as if it were wholly Enthugh, . 
Hiaftick, or had been compiled bhp. 
Perſons deeply Hypochondriacal. At yy 
for cloſure of this Paragraph, I ſha . 
only add, That none could ever bem, 
with, who for Ends truly Spiritual athh, ; 
Religious, did ever abandon this for til, 
Roman Church, who had been through. 
ly grounded in her Carechi/m, '$:4 


"| Fhe Piaimitive'Jnfficution. Fr 
10 Pad there will' want no 'Reafons to 
&, Hort chis Aſſertion, if it be duly con- 
 Þbred, how the very Frame and Con- 
- Iitvre of the Catechiſm doth obviate 
Vit, Bj oppoſe all the main Errors of Po- 
angry, as they relate either to Faith or 
on; tice ; to Prayer or Doctrine; 
KI FAnd Firſt, he that has been duly Ca- 
Ae hiſed in the Apoſtles Creed; will not 
my 'be armed againſt a ſpurious Ex- 
» MEation of the Old Articles 'of our 
Buſh, bue alſo againſt a needleſs addi- 
cflySn of New ones. For he will find, 
* Vitthe-firſt Twelve contain ſuch a per- 
welt Summary of all ſaving Fruths fim- 
larke-neceſlary to be believed, that thoſe 


whi ticles added thereunto by the Coun- 
Cate bof? Trens, ought to bs rejected upon 
| had account of being Superfluous. And 
o "Fthe ſame time he will find ground 
20 Sgh' to: explode thar Implicite Faith, 


jy -Fmch'relyedupon in the Romiſh Church, 
NEG 


Fo conſiders rhe' neceſlity of a perſo- 
"© B:lief, as it is clearly required in the 
- $1 Word of the Creed, which in La- 
| WS gives name to the whols. 

JAnd-in the next place, as to thoſe Er- 
J "Þ of Popery- that concern our Pra? 
for Uh they will be certainly diſcovered 
ro refuted by a right underſtanding 
. , File Decalogue, which by all is grant- 

T D 2 ed 
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52 . The Paimitive Jufficution, . 
ed to'be a'clear and-per{picuons Ruleof 
what we are to do both toward'God andf 
our Neighbour. e017 11h 
And a Man that is well grounded in 
the Dodrine of the Firſt Commandment 
knows, that he muſt reſerve all Divingh 
Honour, Truſt, Devotion to God along 
and that he may beſtow no part 'there- 
of upon the Creature ; and thereforghy 
cannot but avoid and abhor thoſe Rowilblk 
DeFors that would make him a Clientlh 
to the Saints, and a conſtant Votaryſe 
to the Bleſſed Virgin and his Guardianſfi 
Spirit. He that is well grounded in-thak 
Dogtrine of the Second Commandmenty 
will never be induced to believe, that 
the Image is to be adored with theJa me br 
Worſhip that is due to what is worfhipYE 
ped : He will be wary of admitting a 
ny bodily repreſentations. of the. Holy 
Trinity : and look jealouſly upon all chk 
Dodrine of Image worſhip, which hu 
ſees to be vindicated with a few remonh 
and ſuſpicious Diſtin&tions, deviſed by 
the Fathers of that -Docrine on purſe - 
poſe to maintain its* Credit, He thalifibj 
1s 'throughly inſtructed-in the DoRriniay 
of the Third Commandment, and hath! 
thence been taught to tremble at, anihue 
reverence the Holy Name of the Almigik 


” "B21 
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ty, will never be induced to very b. 
chat 


z 1 . 


Moot i 2 SDacieg. if 
kell {hfomary,-is Venial, or a Sin which is 
id : able. in its own Natures and for 
Gh Ic Wie! Favour of God cannot be for- 
dj Wed © That equivocating in Oaths is 
ng ak ul: That our . moſt ' Solemn Oaths 
= ibe diſpenſed with : That the dread- 
zme of God may be uſed in the un- 
hw ur: antablc exorcization of the Crea- 
eforghres: That Underſtanding and Devo- 
C "he are not neceſſarily required to.our 
liek trocations upon God. He that: has 
faryſ n. chroughly informed of - the mind 
dianffits eternal Author in the Fourth Com- 
1-thaſk ndmment, will never give up himſelf to 
"ay Religion that prefers a Mans Day be- 
tiatiiſe [p/Gods, or: a Saints Day before the 
Gar bd bs: Which would alterthe Inſticution 
y [God himfelf;: 'as was deſigned by Pope 
fer, who decreed: that Thurſday 
Þ be kept for the Lords Day. He 
ich gt hath wal learned the Fifth Coms+ 
þ andment, muſt do great Violence to- 
$ Underſtanding, before he. can chuſe 
ah y tbe of a Religion that loves co drink 
| Blood of princes: That abſolves 
hah bets from their Allegiance to their 
inwful Sovereign : That gives Power 
a Vicar todepolſe Princes at Pleaſure :; 
it: Arms Subjes with Power tomur- 
their. King. The. like may. bg 
x 1s D.3 faid _ 
chath 


faid of all 
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the Precepts of the Royal Law 
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of God, 'which is: the moſt perfe& Rule 
of our Obedience, and which we' aref6 
Taughr to vislate, 'ſo ſoon'.as we: havely 
givenup our ſelves to Popery;. and tothe 
Service of the Roman Meloch. And thoughly 
theſe are Myſteries which the Romiſh Se-Jit 
ducers carefully conceal, and 1ſometime}j; 
zealouſly inveigh againſt, while they are{js 
compalling eaſe Proſelytes, with whom 
they deal in the moſt ſpecious Pretences;{q 
yet they have no ſooner deluded themfj 
£0. give up their Names to Popery, :and{g 
thereupon to ſhake Hands with all liber- 
ty of judging for themſelves, than by de-J 
grees they let them know what is to bes 
done. And if they ftartle at doingfF 
what is commanded them, this is pre: 
fently cenſured for a Relick of their Oldþ7 
Hereſie, and that there was ſomethingÞ 
wanting in their Converſion, which can-Þ1 
not be ſupplied, but by acting throughlyÞp 
all the moſt horrible Injun&tions of thei 
New Faith. | ; 
 - And by the ſame means of being wellf 
Catechiſed in the Lords Prayer, a Manþ 
will be able to apprehend and reject the 
many Errors Popery would impole upenÞ 
him in that high concern. For thereby be 
will clearly perceive that Prayer ought} 
be made to God only, and that none:tF 
can 
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Lawin:fhare with him in-that, or any. o- 
Rulefiher part of Divine and Religious Wor- 
" areffiip: And that for this reaſon he ought 
have jor. to embrace a Religion which enjoyns 
othe ſhim to pray unto Saints and Angels, and 
oughFthat too not only to have them intercede 
b S-$ig God for him, but alſo to help him in 
timeFhis Neceſlities, and to deliver him both 
yarefin Bodily and Ghoſtly Dangers. And 
homfithat this may not be thought the fault 
ceS;Þof Roſaries, Hours, and Books of pri- 
hemfyate Devotions (for which the Church 
andiof Rome is accountable, as having con- 
iber-Ffirmed them by her-Authoricy) it 1s al- 
7 de- Þ the Tenor of her publick Service : as 
© be s plainly to be ſeen in the Collects, 
ngFHymns, and Licanies of that Breviary 
pre'F4 hich was reſtored by the Council of 
FIrent, and authoriſed by ſeveral Popes, 
Hand which is at this day in uncontrou- 
Hlable uſe through all the Papal Domi- 
h ly "nio ns. : 
ie And we might alſo obſerve the like 
- | concerning the Dodrine of the Sacra- 
velF ments in which whoſoever is once ful- 
latÞly inſtructed according to the Catechi/+ 
mg of this Church, will quickly diſcern che 
Pan Abuſes thereinto introduced by Popery. 
[be To mention no more than what belongs 
ght "to the Author of a Sacrament z which 
OF our Catechiſm aſſerts, and which is an 
3 D 4 un- 
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blle- Truth, 'to be 


be excluded the number 'of Sacra 


ments, that 'are not of his' immeds- I 
ate and clear appointment. And that I 
Orders, Penance , Confirmation , Martk'V7; 


ape, Extream Uni#ion (all Romiſh Sx 
craments) are not of Chriſt's Inſticati- 
on, is eaſily diſcernable to Men but 
flenderly verſed in the Noly Bible ; and 
therefore not to be received. for the Sa- 
craments of- Chriſt, but Inventions of 
thoſe, who teach for Docrinesthe Com- 
mandments of Men. Now by theſe im- 


perfect intimations we may ſafely infer, 


That thoſe who'have- had their Foun- 
dation-in Religion ſurely laid according 
to the publickly ' allowed Catechiſm of 
this Church, muſt have other Ends 'to 
ſerve than thoſe of Religion, and drive 
other projets than Gods Honour, and 
their own Salvation, who forſake her 
Communion for that of Rome. 

But to- return: What ever hath un- 
happily contributed to our Revolting to 
the one hand or-the other from the E- 


ftabliſhed Religion of this Church, there -' 


is none that will deny but that che lack 
of a'plain and folid Catechiſing has had 
therein a very large ſhare. And theres 
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fore we may coalude, That the cud: 
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only Chriſt. - 
And therefore all choſe things are to I 
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Prrnaic of that, will bea chief means 
reſtore Union'and Peace; the Omiſh- 
p whereof hath occafioned the: 'con> 
h fa : : And indeed, . Catechifi } Sour 
theonly proper way not only to 1trei 

. fi —— do ſtand, oY to raiſe up 
joſe that are faln ; if we confided how 
= all other . ways' have pro- 
red; which have been managed to this 
md: - Which: now come to: be. furs 


CHAP. VIIL 


Pa th Methods ufed for our recelanags ſor 
ng wyed , proving meſfe 6ciual,: OL 


ll | _ND here we nect not be told, 
Ve .how Indulgence .and Clemency, 


OE Ads of Amnelity and Grace, have been 
+. [far unable. ſo much. as to. work. us 
Jip-to a good  Humonr,.. that like freſh 
1. [Paſtures to unruly Beaſts, they have-on- . - 
o It ſerved to nr rn us for:a ſturdier +: 
7. Jreſiftance. Nor need we - be told of 4+ 
e - {making Converts with the Churches. Pg- 
k nina; for though by this means ſame 
4 jay 

- 


invited to — pr the Ark.of God, 
Jet they do ic bur like the Philiftins Kine, 

| bon wers {till _—_ after the Cabſes 
>» $ | 
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demonfſtrated;:that our frowardneſs and 


opiniaſtre are not to be cured by ſuch 
Methods: : But. that which F would 
chiefly-take notice of, 'is, that Diſputas 
jon and Preaching, which out of an /a 
greeableneſs that they are generally 
thought:to bear to our diſtempers, and 
the powerfulneſs.of their management, 
have: -obtained a Name to: be: the only 
proper remedies. But the continuance 
af the Malady, is a convincing Argu- 
ment that theſe are not ſo proper for 
this purpoſe, as is ſo generally Tuppones 
And give me leave to ſpeak of theſe 


two. freely ; and firſt; of Diſputation, . 
which is a meer empyrick preſcription 


in order to heal our preſent diſtempers.. 
For though Diſputation, as-it is managed: 
by.the Pen, may have got a great Vogue 
in-the- World, yet we- can: never hope 


thatour Diſjenti _ Fudgmems ſhould- here- 


by, be reconciled, .if with due-ſeriouſnels 


we confider :; .Firſt,'the. manner of their 
conduet.: Secondly, the matter to be 
diſputed : Thirdly, .the perſons thereby 
to be wrought upon. > 

«And Firſt, If the-condudt of diſputes fall 
. under. a calm, unprejudiced and, reflex- 


.ivereview, (as they appear in Print) the Jo 
-Ren:men. thereof ſeem to have in In 
| rather: 


Radek 
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be Jnather the defamation, than convidtion 
nd Jif-each other; and to have been of an 
opinion that men were to be refuted, as 
Mrrcary of old was worſhipt, by throw- 
{og dirt and ſtones in their Face. But we 
have been taught by miſerable experi- 
mace that the laſhing of a Few; hath 
keen ſubſervient to no better end than 
texaſperate the whole Party : ' And thar 
Jour keeneſt Arguments, if we mayqudge 
the Event, have only ſerved to alarm 
he Adverſary into a better proviſion 
for fucure refiftance, and to ſtrengthen 
- Iheir opinion in that part wherein the 
ittack had diſcovered it to he the weak- 
Jeſt, Burt grant (as indeed we muſt) 
that the Diſlenters (co whom: this Pa- 
: Ingraph chiefly relates) are not able: to - 
and in Argument before their Oppi 
ſents ; yet we mult” alſo grant, Fae 
there is a want of Decorum in the ViQtars 
farriage, while his Argament loſeth"its 
Ithcacie, through the looſenefs, IOxury: 
& rigour of its expreflion.. ' For ir istoo - 
parent to conceal,. that there are' fo - 
Dy Inany unmanly refte&ions in moſt of our / 
ate Controverſies, that diſcreet-and- fo- 
ber perſons loath.the reading of thoſe Pas. 


ex- Iz where they occur. . Which gives bc- 
i Jahn for doubting that ſuch arguingsſo - 
Tm: aged, proceed. not from. that” Spirie £ 
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meekneſs wherewith the overtaken. Brother. 
ſhould be reftored ; nor were deſigned 'toÞ 
procure Unity and Concord among us, |: 
 Keing that fo little of that Charity can Þ* 
therein be diſcerned, which is the bond Þ 
of Peace, and ſure ground-work: of allF 
true_Reconcilement. And if the con-F* 
duct of: our. Debates.were throughly con-F' 
+idered, we might find this Church com-Þ! 
Plaifing like che Eagle in the Greek Ep 
gue, which ſeeing her Breaſt wound-#* 
ed witha feather'd Dart, cryed out with} 
Tears, Alas! my own kind hath deſtroy” 
.£qd me.. But to proceed. 

It cannot be doubted, but that ſome” 
Opinions ſooner die by being coritemn'd 
-\Fhan. taken notice of, And I am per: 
.Iwaded, that this Natioval Church is now] 
.eroubled with many Opinions whichF. 
Fang ere this would have found their ownp-* 
-faraves, if they . hall not been kept alive” 

with oppoſition. In ſo much that ir may 
- he.faid of this particular Church, wha 
"was of the Catholick, That if ſhe ha” 
ſoptr.and damn'd up the Originals an” 
Springs of Controverſies, rather than def *1 
.;termining for one part, to give them aF** 
it were.a Pipe and. Conduit to coneyſ® 
them ta. Poſterity, ſhe had not fuffe'Q” 
that Inundacion of Opinions with whiag”« 
., a. this day ſhg is over-run. A poli” 
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«tha M11 in praQice in the Popiſh Countries, * 
« to {where thoſe Books of Controverſies are. 
& us, | ſearce to. be mer with, wherein their- 
<an Religion is maintained againſt Reformed 
zond Churches. By which means they live 
f ali{free from thoſe Difſentions wherewith 
con-{{their Neighbours are afflicted, to their 
con. ſandal and ruin : And I hope we may 
-om-| fafely imicace their 7/:/dom, whole Errors 
Eph %e-abhor. | | 
und-4 Bur if Controverſies were-as neceſla- 
hÞ ry, as by ſome they are pretended to be, 
| yet their conduct ought fo far to be re- 
formed, as that at leaſt there be a ceſla- 
(tion. from. hoſtile Expreflions , which 
| have hicherto been of no better uſe than 
to-exaſperate Men into a petulant'and 
| peeviſh vindication of that Name, under 
ich} which they conceived themſelves to be 
yng- reviled. Next, that the Diſputeys wauld 
ive} not 'vetit and- foam: out (their! pegfOpal 
{'Piques: and Animofities- under the gre- 
J: tence and cloke of 'aflerting Religion and 
i< "the Chureb,e - Eaftly; that : they; would 
"aim at Peace and not- Revenge. For 
how ſeemly ſoerer the! preſent carriage * 
8 of Diſputes may be-accounted: inperſans . : 
5 of another Character, Fer. it is: very;ll- 
&q becoming choſe who. are ſtiled Emiha 
1d "ders of 'Reconoilation, and who ought/\to- - | 
tc expreſs_cthe Emphaſis of. that 'Ticlezvin. - 
8 --- recon-.. .. 
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teconciling Mens Wills with their Dw- 
ties, and their Underſtandings with the 
Eruth ; in bringing the wicked to re- 
pentance, and the malicious to Charity, 
and to win all to a holy compliance with 
the deſign and Rule of the Blefſed Ay. 
thor of Chriſtianity 3 which was, to: 
heighten-our Converſation to the moſt 
elevated pitch of true Vertue, Peace, 
and Holineſs ; and that our Righteouſ- 
neſs - ſhould exceed all theirs that ever 
went. before us. | 


CHAP. IX: 


The Fuſs. Matter and Subject of Contro- 

werſie. in Keligion examined. . How by 
. Catechiſing, and not Diſpute, we are there- 
| in 70 be reconciled. 


"A N D:not only the preſent condue- 
FX of Diſputes: render them unſuta- 
"ble Medicines- for. our Diſeaſe 3 but al- 
bſo the -- things - concerning Religion , 
Lwhich'/:can : with any Reaſon be pre- 
tended co - be the :matter thereof. Now 
- whatever in - Religion -can' be. pretend- 
"6d "to be. diſputable,. muſt - either re- 
—_ its 'Drefs and. Ornaments,.;or -its 


-:Body-:and eſſential Parts ; the Exterijour - 
-:Appendages, or the age y 37 Religt-- 
Diſpute be.a-: | 


"on. If the. Scruple, or the 
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out che. Dreſs, outward Rites, - Cir- 
amſtances, and Faſhion of Religion: 
fan -no contrivance ſeems more ratio- 


Ti4+14i61{4 0 wm 


Il, or method more probable to. affoil 


and remove it, than a due Catechiſing 
1nd inſtructing the ſcrupulous in the 
ndiſpenſible Duties of the Fifth Com- 
nandment, and to tender him a /plain 
Cheme of the Obligation that lies up- 
gn. his Conſcience ; To | honour, and obey 
the King; and all that are put. in Authority 
mder Wo to ſubmit himſelf to all bis 
Teachers, "Spiritual Paſtors and Maſters. 

--How .the Supreme | Powers. have Au- 


{hhoricy: in the Externalsof Retigion. 


How in Religion things indifferent 
in themſelves may- paſs into a, Law, 
which ought-to he obeyed, as much as 
any. Laws-Jin-indifferent things . which 
relate to the good of the Civil State... 

\ How things: of never fo low: a-ftature, 
o&.indifterent concernment; having once 
reed the: Image and Superſcription 
of. a Law,. ought to be obey'd, both. for 


' Ithe fake of God and - Conſcience. 


+ How. it can no way. comply -with the 
deſign. of Gavernment, to make i gogd 


their Inſtitutions by dint-of , Argument : 


JTor if- Authority were obliged. co. ſaiſ- 
. Iſkevery .medling 'and capriciaus Brain, 
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; would haye little or. no.-time lefc 
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to be obeyed, &c. And when indiſcre- |; 
tion of zeal, or- pride of Wit, engage [: 
to Vindicate every thing that is lawtully 
commanded, it is to have 4 better cþpt [7 
nion of our own, than the Magiſtrates þ; 
Prudence; to think our Arguments will |; 
be more prevailing than\ their Come [. 
mands; or thatthe' former were requiſite 
to ſupport the latcer, ec. + 7% | 
That theſe and the like things are. {, 
w for Catechiſm, and-+thereby the Iy 
molt gently -and indiſcernably to be in- [; 
fuſed, none F prefame will gainſay.' For {;, 
they naturally fall in with thoſe Truths & 
which belong to-our dury toward mais, [;- 
of which we muſt be duly informed, 'ere þ,: 
we cart therein be exact; +. 313: ng 
*” Tf the Diſſenter yield atr obedient ear 
to' this Inſtruction, :there will be little 
fear- of his' continuing ſcrupulous. to. 0- 
-bey what his Superiers havea juſt pow- þ: 
er-and right to'\enjoyn? If -he doinot þ, 
hearken, then let him be devoted tothe þ, 
Civil Power, and leave the Magiltrates 
to vindicate their own Authority ; and 
'to make thar be done for }#rarh, which F, 
would not for - Conſcience. And I am 
tempered to think, that if at the Hep)y bi. 
Reftautation this way' had been-purſaet, br, 
we long ere this had 'been-fenſible of its þ.y, 


” 


*: fer, That if the Orthodox Clergy, 


b” wer ſince God wonderfully reſtored 
Y them, had devoted the greateſt ſhare 


their pains to plain Expoſitions and 
<& Þiraphrafes of the Church-Catechiſm, 
ul Þþ 7 might long before this have gently 
N-  Fxined both upon their Opinions and 
fecions, who (by the indiſcretion of 
ther Methods) feem to be now alie- 
ne ated beyond retrieve. Conſcience of 
be tyedience will anſwer all the Scruples 
Ir if Minds diſpoſed to Peace; and for 
Of he Turbulent let them be anſwer'd with 
* Rods--and Axes. 

Uh, }:The next thing that can be diſputed 
Tv Religion, beſides its dreſs and exterior 
pherencies, are its wet or Principles 5 

tely nece 


ou thI mean, as are ab 1 
WW Þ Salvation; for we need be follict- 
us for no more than what will fave 
V- Þ Now theſe are both few and plain. 
= or as for thoſe numerous places of 
Kipture, Notices of Oral Tradition, 
wy ich are dark and difficult, they are 
 Þ further neceſſary to be underſtood 
their primitive intention and mean- 
als, than that we ſincerely believe, that 
#!! ftatfoever God thereby meant and in- 
Faded, is infallibly true. 


Fits , id things thus cruly neceſſary, are 
Þkw as plain : St. Paul has reduced 
T them 
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them to Two Articles: To believe that | 
God is, and that he is a Rewarder of fi 
all them that come unto him. And to jt 
whom'only thus much is given, it ſhall if 
not be: damnable that they believe no {fl 
more: And if this (as it teems to)" be j# 
the loweſt degree of Faith, God willft 
therewith be pleaſed, if the means: be j 
wanting of rifing higher. Cornelis in 
AFs 10. who becauſe of his Alms and 
Prayers was accepted of God, had not 
been ſafe:in that State, had-he gone nojit 
further, after God had ſent St. Peter toÞ®) 
inform him what he was to do more.fW 
The Charities and Devotions performed} 
in the time of his Jewiſh Proſelytiſm,J« 
How far they might haye ſtood him inſt 
ftead, had he been vouchſafed no fartherji 
IWumination, is not the Queſtion ; yet il be 
he had ſtaid there, when means of goJ# 
ing farther was afforded him, or if hat 
had: refuſed to believe in Chriſt after aj 
ſufficient Revelation, he had then juſtly 
incurred the condemnatiorf of loving 
Darkneſs more than Light, when Lignt! 
was come unto him. Theſe inſtance} 
are uſual in this matter, and tell us plain 
ly, That as few Articles are of abſoJutq' 
neceflity, yet that their number is. no: 
the ſame unto all , ſome more, ſome le 
as God hath given to every man, a 

na” 
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hat Ithat is neceſſary for a Man. to believe, 
- of {yhich for that purpoſe is ſufficiently re- 
4 to fiealed unto, him, and which God re- 
hall Jquires him to believe and practiſe. But 
> no {there is none can ſet down. how much 
be ffrery man ſhould believe, no more. than 
will Ihe can fer down how much every man 
. be ſhould ear. | 
s in} But if notwithſtanding this paucit 
andJand plainneſs of che Principles of Relt- 
not I8on; any, ſhould therein be {till CON- 
{entious, this'Evil is not to be: removed 
by Diſputation, but plain Catechiſing ; 
whereby the Myſteries of Faith, and the 
med{Duties of Holy Life are to be explain- 
iſm,J6d.. For Catechiſm is a brief and plain 
n inflaſticution appointed for that end ; and 
xi takes care that the Principles of Re- 
et ifllgion be made fo eafje, that-the mean-- 
" gofjfit capacity may apprehend them 3 
f hejand yet in fo conciſe and ſhort a man» 
er ajer, that the weakeſt Memory may not 
uſtlyterefore be ſurcharged. 
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Di/ptuation unfit for the capacity of "the: 
generality of Diſſenters : Catechiſing pro 
per, '&c. Reaſons againſt Diſputes. - 


I.N the laſt place, it will not a liak 
impore the clearing of the preſent 
ſubjet, to enquire into the nature of 
Diſputes, and their Capacities whoſhould 
thereby be wrought upon. Asto the | 
former, it will ſuffice to obſerve, that 
Diſputation muſt be guided by Terms. | 
and Rules of Art, which when mana-- 
ged: wich the greateſt 'plainnes whereof 
they are capable, fall'ſhort -of that 'olF 
viouſnefsand familiarity, -which iis 'na* 
tural to Catechifin. And as to the latter, 
is very remarkable, 1. That the' vul+ 
gar: and common Peopte make incomy 
parably the greater number of Diſew 
zers. 2. That the Underſtandings of ſuch: 
are uſually heavy, groſs, and dull, as 
ſymbolizing with their Callings and 
onditions ; and by conſequent, areun 
able tocomprehend any profound. and 
learned conclutions. And what is yet 
more conſiderable, the greateſt part of 
Diſſemters have. no clear undeciien mu 
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ofthe very Errors which a Logical Diſpu- 
ta50u would confute. The moſt of them 
heing' ignorant of their own Opinions, 
and of the things againſt which they 
have imbib'd a ſecret and ſpiteful preju- 
dice. For it was, and is ſtill the policy 
of thoſe who ſeduce the Vulgar into Fa- 
fion and Schiſm,: not to'acguaint them 
further with the Opinions they were to 
aber, than to let them ſee chat they were 


{contrary to what they diſliked in the 


Church. Inſomuch that che poor Vulgar 
being deluded into Separation, retain but 
Jzvery confuſed and imperfe& Notion of ' 
what with great impetuouſneſs they 


Iftrive both for and againſt. And there- 


fore- it muſt needs be a very Melancho- 
Ily Enterpriſe, to go to confute their Er- 
tors with depth of Argument, who are 
ina great meaſure ignorant of the ver 

Errors themſelves, and who do not A 
tintly know the opinions whereof ay 


- Jtre to be convinced. The caſe of ſuch 


jeople much reſembling theirs, whom 
& Pau thought to ſtand in need of Milk; 
and -not of ſtrong Meat ; of 'a Catechiſm 
ind not a Controver/ie ; and to betanghe 
Chriftianicy- from the very beginning. 


' JAnd the ſame Author being to confute 
Ithoſe miſcreant Hereticks, who ſaid the 
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elurrection was already paſt, andthere- 
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did it not with the heat and-brisknefs 
of a Diſputant, but with: the gravity 
and moderation of an Apoſtle : and ha- 


ving barely and calmly named the wild I. 


Opinions, he poſitively and plainly laid 
down thoſe Truths. that confronted. 
them, 2 Tim.-11, 18, 19: And he would. 
have the Gnoſtick Hereticks to be en: 
countred with Eccleſiaſtick Cenſures or 
Diſcipline, and not Diſputings, where: 
of cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſur- 
miſes, 1 Tim. 6. 4,5. Tit. 3. 10. 
If we/were to ſet down the ſeveral 
Cofeſion- of the Perſwaſions of all the 
Chriſtians in the World, they will be 
found to agree in more than is purely 
and ſimply neceſlary to Salvation. And 
it may ſeem very vain to diſpute and . 
quarrel about the reſt. And therefore 
the whole buſineſs may be refolved-ints 
a- diligent, ſincere, and plain /trudion, 
how we ought to practiſe what we all 
acknowledge to be true; and to fall cloſe 
to doing thoſe duties which are unque: 
{ſtionable, and of univerſal acceptance 
To perform what in Baptiſm we vowed, | 
and live. what we profeſs to: believe: 
To make our ſelves fic -to be juſtifed, 


arfd not waſte time in controverting all | 


the particulars that are made to relatero ÞÞ 
Juſt Þ 
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he | Taltification. There is a knowledge in 
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tchout which thouſands have entered 
Into happineſs. We need ſezk for no 
JInore therein, than will perform the 
weat work of Salvation, and bring us te 
the end of our Hope. And all this is ei- 
{her moſt aſfuredly to be had in our own 
(atechiſm, or we have been moſt dange- 
wſly impoſed upon. wy 

But before we diſmiſs this Topick, 
there are a few things more, chiefly re- 
kting to the perſons to be converted ; 
which methinks ought to give Cate- 
iſing precedency of Controverſie in 
that affair. And the firſt thing is the 
bng ſtanding of the Errors : For if the 
bo has fuck'd them in with his Milk, 
nd , Jand been therewith ac the firſt ſeaſon'd, 
then chere is Education in the caſe, up- 
| whoſe account alone not a few ſtick 
doſe'both to truth and falſhood : and if 
their Anceſtors have lived and died, 
and. they have been-brought up in ſuch a 

ppation, itis, and indeed. ought to 
J& hard co remove it. One main rea- 
Jn why the Pagans were 1o backward 
tentertain Chriſtianity, was its enjoyn- 


11] Ivhecein -chey had been educated, and 


 Fkeic Fore-fathers had lived, and thought 
* 3 them- 
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tligion which many earneſtly purſue, 


-Jing them to renpunce thoſe Inſtitutions . 
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conſtancy, becauſe he forſook Plato and 
embraced Chrift. And Czcilius in M;. 
wutins Felix, would have his Antiſtes Ve, 
rats, a'firm adherent to the Principles 
which his. Anceſtors had delivered. him. 
And they whoſe Pens: were ſo exce- 
lently employed in confutation. of 'Pa- I, 
ganiiſm, have generally complained that 
their greateſt ſweat was to pull down F* 
the frovg-+0/d of Education ; it being 
become- the laſt refuge of Gentilifm, 
out of which they would not be''dir F 
ven : For they reſolwely retained what F, 
they had received from their Anceſtors, F* 
For both Few and Mabumetan are at'Þ 
this day of the ſame Opinion : For the F 
former makes preſcription his Religion; F 

and: thinks it enough to out-face all F* 
Arguments- brought againſt: it, becaule F 

ſo 'many ' Rabbies live and die therein. * 
and the latter has recourſe to his Edw 
cation , - and thinks himſelf ſecure in'F 
what he: doth, becauſe he: follows| the F 
Footſteps of thoſe: many Cenerations Þ* 
that went before him. Indeed, all men" 
are willing to die in the Religion-where- FF, 
inthey were born. And Cecilins's Pr 
oribus credere goes far with Chriſtians, 8 
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ll as others; che firſt ſeaſoni 


comparably more provailing than any 
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1 Now, if thoſe evil Opinions are to be 
-- moved, -in which we have been edu- 
- ted; it can never be ſo well accom- 
11 {hed by tearing them down with the 
— Fengech of Eogick, as by inſtilling ſuch 
x ie Principles, neceſſary and uncontre- 
>. ſited points, with fimplicity and plains: 
1... 6, as of chemſelves will ſubvert the 
-» Wrors of the firſt Inftrution, and be- 
: , Wne the foundation of future Peaca 
fn, 9 Truth. And no way of teaching 
1:: 1 fo naturally be hereunto entituled 
». # Catechiſing. For as to Diſputation, 
« kisgenerally had under a jealous aſpect, 
Þ being thought ſubtle and reaching, 
ad incended rather to. celebrate a Tri- 
ph, chan to effect a Converſion ; and 
\Padvance the Diſputer, not the Truth, 
> Jedes, ie being fo apt to mingle and 
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in, Fad wich captious Sophiſms, and-falle, ,- . 


Tit ſpecious ways of proving, that m 
:n # ready to account ic Impoſture, not 
he Þnviction, that by ſuch means is ef- 
» Jed. And as for Preaching, a new 
| Papter-will manifeſtly make ic appeax 
& tro be ſo proper for. this purporc as 
j- tft imagine. Butin Catechiſing there 
as Juch/ an honeſt ſimplicity, clear 'and 
+ E ' Plain 
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plain'way of: procedure; that none tan [| 
therein: fuſpe 3 any Sophiſm or artificial 4 
dealing, diſguiſes or ſhadowings. /, © Þ 
Ir che next place, moft men are ei. [4 
ther ſo modeſt in the apprehenſion of 
their own abilities, or ſo fearful to be Þi 
enfnared in the great concerns of Reli- |. 
gion, 'that they are unwilling to depend 
upon. their own judgments in thoſe in. 
ſtances, eſpecially which they ſee are 
molt difpured and queſtioned. And 
therefore they think it no ſufficient Re: - 
Jon to forſake an Opinion, becauſe they Þ. 
cannot anfiver all the Objections, which #! 
by the fubtle Advocate of a different Þ®! 
Perſwaſion are brought againſt ic. And 
fo long as a man can really believe chatÞ8! 
there are others who can anſwer what ! 
is objected againſt his Opinion, he will Fs 
never (quit it, becauſe he cannot anſwer{ 
it himſelf. For to think an Argument C 
cannot be anfiwered, becauſe not byþf 
me, were to think the Lady muſt be"! 
carried by none, becauſe neither A. nor bo 
B. can win her ; as if there were no moreaFit 
men inthe world ſufficient for that purp'21 
poſe, but they: two. 7 1 1 oF 
But-if Diſputation ſhould be able to" 

- lorce- men from theſe: refuges, and tog'cr 
caft away the groundleſ; Opinions theyſ#* 
embrace ; yet if their Opinions: Wrd 
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- | The Pzimitive Anfficution. 95 1 
4 loich ſome worldly Intereſt, and yield 3 
- Iiny ſecular advantage ; if the Opiniatres 
5 Joan ſay, By this craft we get our wealth ; 
of [lien great is Dzana, and your Argument 
be fyanſwered. 


1;. And he who conſiders how many 
ad ({mporal ends men ſerve with their Q- 
:n. #80ns, will have little hope to con- 
re (ie them, at leaſt by a way which isfo 
nd acrally ſuſpeRed. 
-If the Opinion pleaſe the: humour of 
np cating Avarice, or a ſwelling Am- 
wh kion ; and bring either : Wealthoign 
ent #9nour., 14} NSA 
ind {If it rake its Abettors notoriqus|forr 
hat gularity, or ger them a Vogue of bes 
hats more Holy and Religious chan their 
will F:ghbours. 


wer bt it place them in the pretended numer; 
\entÞ#, of Sufferers and;Periccuted. : 1 *-7 
_byÞf-ic gratifie their. Spleen, | and: give 
\ befem but a more plauſible pretence! tobe 
nor born, refractory, contradifiing of Au- 
noroity, gainſayers of the eſtabliſh'd Re- 
pur, &-c- then the cure muſt begin, 
FJ che AﬀecRions and not the Judg- 
le tt 3; and therefore a Diſpute is no;bt 
d tofeicription, All that by Argument. 
heyWbe effected, before the Pafiicn be duly 
ewiliſed, will but bring the Opinionitt 
wits : I fee and approye the bettes, 
= 73 FE. 2 hit 
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but follow che worſe; my Paſſions are [ 
too powerful for my Reaſon. , 
We'might here alſo add, how' Quar- 
a 


rels in Chriſtian Religion contradict the Ik; 
Errand whercon it was fent into the |; 
World, which was for Love and Peace; 
to reconcile -men to - God, and among þ;; 
themſelves. And if it yield contrary {; 
Fruits, they come as the Tares among 
the Wheat, by the craft and malice of {; 
the wicked One. -For Strifes and Con- |, 
troverſies are-no more the effects of Re- |; 
ligion, than of the Law: Were all; 
men juſt and honeſt, we needed not dr; 
fturb-the Aſhes of a moth eaten Statute ; |, 
and had-we -no Self-ends and Intereſts, jy, 
no baſe-paflions and deſigns, the itch ofþ 
Diſputation would not diſquiet and make{ 
us ſo reſtleſs. 3 
Before we cloſe up this Chapter, it 

will not be much impertinent to ob- ſe 
ſerve how Diſputation was at firlt 0 

pening of the Reformation an excellenthy . 
Engine to advance it : And we find thathh, 
the Reformers made importunate ſuit. 
for publick Audience and judgment; andy , 
the offer of open Diſputation greatly ahh, 
ſured the People of the ſoundnels %þ,, 
eheir Cauſe, when thay ſaw they weithh; 
ready to put it upon publick Tryal. Any 
more nay be ſuppoſed to have tollowal” 
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- The ficft Eſfavs of the Reformation, out 
us fifan Opinion that it was good and true, 
' Itring defended with fuch freedom, fint- 
ar* Jalicity and aſlurance, than by the 
the trengch of thoſe Arguments which were 
the oficl brought to aſſert it. But then it 
e; Is to be conſidered” that the Reformers 
ne bffer'd this kind of tryab to. thoſe with 
a fyhom they began to be at no lefs di- 
ng fhnce, than with members of a diſtin& 
ot find difſerent Communion ; and in pla- 
Ol Jtes where they were in hope to gain, 
Re- hut in no danger to loſe Proſelyres. For 
al they wiſely invaded the Adrerſary in, 
dr this own Country, and challeng'd him 
tC; a Diſpute in his own Cities, and in 
lts the throng of his Adherents. - But ups 
1 of n how different Terms Diſputes can 
ake ow be managed , either with Diſſen-. _ 
trs or the common Enemy, I leave the - | 
, thuly conſiderate to determine. But 
OV fhce we are reſolved to fight, I could 
*Iiſh our valour were more diſcreet, than 
hh encounter the Enemy withinour own 
Þowels; to controvert our Religion in 
"We place where it is legally eſtabliſhed. 
al thing not heard of in other Countries, 
y i Ihere there is a greater Peace and more 
s & ueward Religion. Burt I ſhall cloſe up 
ws Topick with ſetting down what 
> ulually obſerved upon this Subje&, viz. 
dab = E 3 1, That 
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1. That Religion is like neither'to | 
et nor ſave by Diſputes. 2. That Di- I 
putes'on this fubje& may have the il F 

Inck to make ſome ſuſpe& the truth of | 
all Religion, becauſe it is ſo much con- 
troverted. For weaker Heads ſeeing the 
Roof totter, are apt to ſuſpect there. is 
no firmneſs in the foundation ; and to 
conclude nothing is certain, if any thing Þ* 
be queſtion'd. 3. That in fo great a miſ | 

of Diſputes, many may grow halting { 
and luke-warm, and think it their only [z:: 
ſafety co ſtand ſtill, or fit. down in New: |; 

trality. 4. That for one ſin Diſputes Þ 
have cured, they*have begot innumera- | 
ble. 5. That the ftrength and pradice þ;? 
of Religion have been ſenſibly impaired, 
fince by the diſtemper'd heats of Men 
Spirits it hath been rarifted into ſubtil 
Controverſies. 6. That ſuſpence, of 
Judgment, and exerciſe of Charity were F; 
fafer and ſeemlier for Chriſtian men, .. 
than the hot purſuit of thoſe Controver F;, ; 
ſies, wherein they that are moſt fervent” 
to diſpute, are not always the molt able}: 
to determine. But what is more nati-F 
ral to the preſent purpoſe, it ſhould ſeriÞþ 
ouſly be aſkdered, hat the People areÞ: 
neither to be confated of cheir falſe, notÞ- 
eſtabliſhed in the true Notices of Relig: 
on, by Denbtful Diſputes, but plain Cas: i 
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whiftical DoFrines. And as to our ſelves 

11. of this Church, ſeeing there can come 
thing of our Contentions, but the 
mutual waſte of the parties contending, 

* Hl a common Enemy dance in the 
> Iifhes of bs both I ſhall ever with, and: 
+, [poſt heartily pray, that the ſtrict com- 
--o (M1ands of Peace and Unity, fo frequent 
of In the Goſpel, may at the laſt fo prevail 
7 nehis Nation, to the burying and utter 
"> Iiblivion of ftrife, together 'with che 
auſes that have either bred or broughe 
tup: That things of ſmall moment ne- 

fer disjoyn them, whom one God, 
me Lord , one Faith, one Spirit, one 

<q. Papriſm, bands 'of fo great force, have 
inked rogether : 'That a reſpeQive Eye. 


z 
wo bwards things wherewith we ſhould noe 
t difquieted, make ns not unable'to 
peak. peaceably one to' another. Fi- 
ally, that no ſtrife may ever be heard 
"pf again, but who ſhall hate ſtrife moſt, 
and purſue peace with the ſwifteſt paces. 
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CHAP. XI 


Preaching, what it « : the ſeveral wan 
_ thereof uſed by the Church. What kind 
. of Preaching among the Old Fews, and 
Primitive Chriſtians. The Homilies con (f.' 


fidered. 


IH Aving in the antecedent Chapter IF; 
diſcharged Diſputes and Contro- [* 
verſies from being any ſuitable and pro- j" 
per means of reducing the Diſſenters of 
our own Church, or winning the Mem- I 
bers of the Roman : The next rec * 
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tending to our healing is Preaching, Þ 
which I here take to be An open, /o- If 
Jemn and Authoritative publication of Dr | 
wine Myſteries. And this the Church FF” 
doth two ſeveral ways : 1. As a Witnebs. [* 
2. As an Expoſitor. bo 

_. And firſt, The Church Preacheth ol 
a Wieneſs, by publick reading the Sx] 
cred Scriptures, and by relating and te-F 
ſtifying the Divine Truths which God F 
in the inſpired Volumes hath conligne in 

her. And that this is no ſpurious ſenſe F'*& 
of Preaching, wehave him to aſſure us, þ;* 
who well underſtood the ſenſe and im-$f 
portance both of the Word and 7 boy, 4 
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Torin A#s 15. 21. the reading of Ao-. 
— {in the Synagogues every. Sabbath- 
++ Jay, is by St. Pal in the genuine. and 
- udive ſignification of the Word, ſtyled 
1a; reaching. That this Preaching of Mo- 


$f & was a naked reading of his Law, 
ant have a whole cloud of Expolſitors: 


p atteſt it, beſides the clearneſs of the. 
hing it ſelf. But I cannot be of their- 
xdement who afſere, That neither the 
Incient nor Modern Jews had any ſuch 
ro. fling as weekly Preaching upon any 
ro- rt of the Law of Adoſes, and that up- 
- of 8 this ground ſolely. conclude the prea- 
1m. {ting of Moſes to be meer reading. For 
re If find that the Old Jews had divers 
-» Men among them, who uſed ro contri» 
F. fute their Talents to: the Expoſition. of 
7; ihe Leſſon that. was read : and- theſe. in 
Ixdinary courſe were the Sons. or, Schol 4 
of;, Jars of the Prophets, who-were trained I 
 Iipin learning of the Law, and at the 2 
as fage of Thirty received the Title of Dos 
& $40rs3 and till they obtained the Grace 
re jo immcdiate Inſpiration, or the Spiric 
od Þ{ Propheftie, they continued to expound 
ed Jie Scriptures (not by Revelation, but) 
te $according co that knowledge which rhe 
ordinary blefling of God upon their Stu- - 
mes was able to compals. Anſwerable 
wo. {Ibercunto- (as. ſome think) was chac 
ol. cuſtom 
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cuftomamong theChriſtians, mentioned | 
1,Cvy. 14. 29. And alfo'thofe Diſciples || 
of the Prophets of the New Teftamen 
called Do&ors, becauſe chey were ad- 
mitted to teach in che Charch. But for 
mine own part, I rather underſtand the 
Word Doctor in St. Pax], of all ſuch Pref- 
Yyters. as had abilities of Preaching and 
*eaching the People in cheir Aſſemblies. 
And thar Presbyters and Doors were 
- now we may Aavpery, from Tertull, 
Preſcript. c. 3. Quid ergo ſs Epiſcopus, &C.: 
What hn if a Biſhop, # a OE if 
a Widow, a Virgin, if a Doctor, if <- 
vent a Martyr ſhall fall from the Rule ? 
In this Catalogne of principal Eccleſia- 
ﬀick Orders, Presbyters om. be under- 
Rood by Doors, unlefs we will deny 
them to have any room among the chief 
Ranks of the Church ; which were both 
falſe and abſurd. And that inceſtuous 
perſon, with an Opinion of whom the 
Corinthjans were putt up, was (as is obler- 
ved out of Chry/oftcwm and Theoderet) one 
of their Dodtors, that is, one of the Prel- 
byters of that Church, that exerciſed. 
the Office of Preaching , and by'that 
means bore a great ſway, among the 
People, | 
" But to return to the reading of Miſes, 
which began with the Moral Service 2 
r. Wo 


ELRERRRRSRTPRRTREPRIPT CET = 3 o& -0--4 -4 


[tie Synagogue 3/ when we'find that 'the 
| Moſaical "Law - was diftingniſhed into 


Fſpondene”to which Lefſons out. of the - 
*phets :-0ne--of which the. Holy Jeſus: 
-Hter the manner of the Jewiſh Doctors - 


And he did the like, St. Mat. 9. 35.- - F 
Where he is (aid to teach | artiozur] ins : 


- | word in the New Teſtament differs from - 
"Teaching. Chriſt did both, St. A4ar. 9. 
25. He taught the Law, and preatht- 


pounded Aofes, as a Dodor (before - 
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Diviſions anſwerable to the number of. 
Weeks in the Year; that the whole Law 
in that ſpace-might be read over : corre*: 


Law, there were others out of the' Pro- 
wok for his Subje& at Nazurerb , when 
he made his Expoſition, St. Luke 4. 16.- 


the Synagogue ; which mighe be done - 
without any dretenfion to luch Autho-- - 
rity as wis ſuppoſed in Kiprorn, in Prea-- 
ching ; which in che Chrittian uſe of the- 


the Goſpel : At Thirty years old he exe 


which time the ancient Church made 
none Presbyters) .and at theſame time: 
he preache the Goſpel of the Kingdom. 
Bue ſtill che matter is plain enough, char - 
the bare reading of- Moſes in the Syna-- 
g0gues,is Preaching in the proper mean-- 


4. practrſed in the appointed Letſous of the 
F Church, The former out of che Old 


ing : which fore of Preaching is (till - . 


'Teſta- 
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Teſtament, ' bein derived -like many 
wholeſom things from - the Synagogue; 
and-the Second Leſſon out of the New 


Teſtament, which was appointed, as 


moſt I by the 16tbþ Canon of the 
Council of Laodices, celebrated in- the 
year of Grace 364. ' Albeit Tuſtin Mar- 
jr (who lived in the Second Age) ſeems 
$0 give the Leſſons. an elder date. For 
in his ſecond Apology, he tells us, how 
all thoſe who abide in Cities, and the 
adjacent Countries,. meet in one : 
on the day called Sunday. ; and the 
-Ampmnuewndla, the Memoires and Re- 
cords of the Apoſtles, together with 


the = oy)eguuany. the Writings of the - 
Prophets are read unto them, as-far as the 


time and occaſion ſerves :. And that the 
Reader ceaſing, the Prefident in a Speech 
makes an Exhortation-that they would 
imitace thoſe good things which had 
been read.” From which it is evidently 
to be concluded, that the Church 4n 
the firſt-and. beſt Ages of Chriſtianity 
preachtas aWitneſs, when ſhe read, and 
thereby "atre 
Scriptures. And all men.are in- ſome 
degree capable thereby to- be edified. 
'For there is none underſtands the Scrip- 
tures 1o well, but he may improve. by 
hearing them read in the Church. 


ed the truth of the Holy 
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(| {we look into the Efficacy of the ord, 


i2is wonderful that it ſhould be leſs as it 
is read, than as it is expounded ; ſeeing 
that the one is the Word of God as it 


| was inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and the 


other can no farther be ſo accounted; 
than.. as it keeps cloſe to the fenſe and 
meaning thereof; which is not fo caſte, 
ſo long as Men are ſubje& to Errors'and 
Miſtakes, and have baſe Ends to ſerve, 
and carnal Circumſtances to be accom- 


"LM But becauſe all men ought to have 
fach a knowledge in God's Word as may 
be ſufficient to Salvation : and be 


- Jall will not attain to fo much by bare 


reading thereof, therefore the Church 
Preacheth as an Expoſitor, by diſcovering 
and explaining what in Sacred $9-iy gs 
s myſterious and obſcure ; and by. a 
ſaſonable application of thoſe things 
which are* more obvious and evident. 
And in this ſenſe Preaching is an Office 
in our own Church, which cannot be 
too highly magnified, nor too: freyuent- 
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celebrated, if it be agreeable to thoſe 


{ Homilies which were intended, not only 
| to ſupply thoſe who have not the Gitt 


of Preaching, ſufficiently to inftruct the 


people committed to their Cure'; but 
$410 to.be a wholſom Rule, by which e- 
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yen thoſe who are able to preach ſhould 
guide themſelves in that publick Mi- 


niſtry, | 

Buc if Diſcourſes at this day made in 
Pulpits ought only fo far forth to be ac- 
counted” Preaching, as they are agreea- 
ble to the Churches Sermons 3 then all 
is hot Preaching which bears that name, 
and takes up the Circumſtances there- 
unto allowed. 
* In the pious Sermons of the Church, 
we find Principles of Chriſtianity folidly 
explained, Rules and Motives of honeſt 
and holy Life clearly laid down, and 
Perorations and Perfwaſions to continue | 
therein, devoutly and charitably dite- 
Red and applied. I ſhall not draw this 
into compariſon; bur only ſay, That! 
hope there is none need think it any di- 
mination or difparagement ro his Parts 
and Learning, to write after ſuch a 
Copy. Andhowever the Homilies may 
be decried chrough popular Ignorance, 
Prejudice, and Paſlion, yer no doubr but 
they are ſtill neceflary upon their firſt. 
deſign, which was to help the Inabilr 
ties of ſome, to reſtrain che Indiſcretions 
of others, and co take away thoſe ſtrites 
about what is fitting ro be preacht, cav 
{kd by the variery of Mens Judgments, Þ- 
the excravgance of their Fancies, and the: 
Byaſſes of {e7eral Intereſts. And 


by 


The Pztmitive Lnftitution. $87 © 
And as for the Homilies of this Church, ©: 
they deſerve a much better eſteem than 
generally they receive ; and would need 
tn | no elaborate Vindication, if,duly con- 
> | ſidered in their circumſtances. For 'in 
1- | the firſt place, they are be to looked up- 
11 ] on as popular Sermons, fitted . unto the 
e, | Capacities and Conditions of the Vul- 
e- | gar 3 who being more led by Paſſion, 
than Reaſon, have need of ſuch Dil. 
h, | courſes, as will rather regulate their will, 
ly | than inform their judgment. They ſtand- 
{it | ing in more need: to have their Hearts 
d {| and Conſciences wrought upon for goed 
ie | Life and Converſation, than their un- 
e- | derſtanding and apprehenſion with any 
ns | curious piece of Learning or Science. 
1 | And that thegreateſt ſhareof the Church- 
li- 1 Homilies deals herein, there will need 
ts {| no other proof than their diligent per- 
a | uſual. 

ty In the Second place, The Church- 
&, | Homilies are not to be looked upon as 
ut | her Dogmatical Reſolutions and Poſiti- 
ſt | ons, but as they contain godly and 
wholeſom Do&rine | Teaching ] and 
ns 4 neceſlary for the times when they were 
es: 1 compoſed. - For ſo much we are taught 
uw 1 i the 35, Arcicle. And therefore I 
ts $-humbly ſuppoſe, that every paſſage in 
be $" the Homities.is not to be prefled for the 
4 Faith 
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*- Faith and Dodrine of the Church, but 
F chat the whole ought to be conſidered 
 _- as-confronting the evil Opinions and 


” 


Manners that at their compoſing were 


held and pfaRifed: and if ought of ei- 
ther be remaining, the Homilies may 
ſtill be needful upon their Primitive 
account. 

In the laſt place, the very time in 
which the Homilies were compiled may 
excuſe many a Period therein. For our 
Anceſtors were lately come out of Po- 

, and converſed daily with Perſons 
of that Perſwaſion ; and therefore ſe 
vere dehortations- were requiſite to pre- 
ſerve them from Apoſtacy into thoſe 
Practices out of which they had fo 
lately bzen recovered : which makes it 
no wonder if Enforcements and Exhor- 
tations to that purpoſe, ec. are ſome- 
time too hardly ſtretched. And as for 
- mine own part, I am ſo far-from under- 
valuing the pious Sermons of the Church, 
that conſidering their circumſtances, I 
greatly eſteem them for their own Yorth, 
and refſpe& them above any other for 
their Authority. 

And as to thoſe who rejet. Homilies 
upon the account that Apochryphal Wrt- 
tings are not to be uſed in the Church, 
i may ſuffice briefly to reply, | 
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1. That Apochryphal Writings were 
publickly read in the Church in Primi- 
tive times: as the Epiſtle of Clemens in 
that of Corinth. 

"2. That Hermes (the ſame whom St. 
Paul ſaluted, Rom. 16. 14.) his Pafor 
was publickly read in the Churches, and 
uſed by ſome of the moſt ancient Wri- 
ters, and thought highly neceſſary. Yide 
Euſeb. I. 3. c. 3. What may be ſaid to 
this purpoſe of the cxyasdy oyydupeare 
of Theophilus B. of Antioch, 1 kave to the 
judgment of others. . Vid. Euſeb. J. 4. 
6. 23. 

2. That in the Reformed Churches 
(not long ſince) Calvins Sermons upon 
Job were publickly read, by which 
means CGaith Bezas in his Preface to thoſe 
Sermons) the want of Preachers was 
ſupplied. 

4. That it is all one to the People, 
whether the Sermon was made and 
printed in 1587, or on the laft Sunday- 
Eve ; whether it be out of a Book, or 
ex tempore of the Brain, .if thereby they 


be truly edified. The Council of Fas 


appointed the Homilies of the Fathers 
to be read by the Deacons in theſe 
Churches, where the Presbyters through 


4 infirmity were abſent, Concil. Vaſſu. c. 4+ 
4 #i4, Mr. Hooker Ecclel. Pol. /;b. 5. 


q. That 
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5. That there is more ſecurity in a 


Homily than a LeFure ; as there is in the 


Learning, Piety and diſcretion of many, 
than a ſingle perſon. In ſhort :. there 
can be no miſchief in the word | Homi- 
lies) ſeing the beſt Sermans (St. Chry- 
. ſoſtoms) that ever were writ by any but 
an inſpired Pen, bear that Title. Ho: 
wmileticus and TraFator are often uſed 
indifferently : and the latter is ſufficj- 
ently known to ſignifie a Preacher, as 
Tra#are to Preach, among the Writers 
of the Latin Church. And the Expoliti- 
on Auguſtine made upon St. Fobn: is cal- 
led TraFatus, &c. And the Reaſon of 
the. Name, was the handling of the 
Scriptures that had been read the cu 


ſtom being to Expound or Preach upon - | 


ſach Portions of Scripture as were ap: 
pointed for the Leſſons of the Day ; 
as hath been qbſerved out of Tuſtin Mar- 
zy7's Second Apology. Something of 
this has been in re with our own 
Church, when the Sermon was ſpent 
in prelling the intention of the Goſpel 
for ſuch a day unto the people; which is 
ſtill, che cuſtom of the Romaniſts. 

But leaving every one to his own Sen- 
timent herein, I cannot perceive why 


In ftcad of villifyibg the old Homilies, | 
we ſhoo1d not rather deſire a ſupply of 
new 
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mw ones : ſuch as may contain a famili- 


1 zr Orthodox inſtruction in the whole 


Body of Chriſtian Doctrine, and of all 
the capital Duties therein required 3 
That thereby an Uniform way of it- 
ſtraRtion. might be maintained as no 
unlikely means both to regain and _pre- 
ſerve Peace and Unity in this Church. 
But wichout further purſuing the no- 
tion of Preaching, we will here under- 
ſtand it in the moſt trodden ant! com- 
mon acception, namely, as A way of 
mſtruding the people contradiſtinit to Cate» 
chiſing 3 and to which it ſtands in uſual 
compariſcn as ſirong meat to Milk. Now 
that Preaching in this obvious ſenſe is no 
proper means to recover us of qur. Dif- 
entions, and to beget in us a ſober-and 


fixed Judgment in the things of Reli- 


gion (as it is generally ſup ) comes 
to be made manifeſt in this following 
Chapter. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


CEEI—C 


Preaching inſufficient to reffore -our-Difſenti- 


ens. Catechiſing proper for that ut 
poſe; 8&c. A Scruyple removed. nf 


Hat Difference which Divines make 

of things neceſlasy to Salvation, 
either as a Means without which ir can- 
not be had art all, or as Commands with- 


out whoſe obſervation thoſe cannot be © 


ſaved to whom thoſe Commands are gi- 
ven,. might have place here, if. we-were 


to ſpeak of Preaching, as by ſome it is. 


looked npon, for an Inſtrument without 
which not one poor Soul can be deli- 
vered from deſtruQtion, nor any Sabbath 
hallowed either by Prieſt or People as 
God requireth. Which was the Opinion 
of T. C. and is ſtill of his Problyis 
But it belongs not to the purport of this 
Diſcourſe, to ſet down how far Preaching 
Gn the common Notice) is neceſſary as 
2 means of Salvation : For then we mult 
deſcend to particular Perſons, in reſpet 
af whom the true value of its neceſſity 
muſk be taken, ſeeing that none will ſay 


it can be alike neceflary to the Salvation | 
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There is none ſhall give more to the 


worth and neceflity of Preaching, and be 


more frequent therein than my elf. But 
yetT doubt not,but that a man may be ſa- 
ved wichout it. For if a perſon who in his 
Infancy hath received Holy Baptiſm, at 


years of Diſcernment, ſhall by Catechiſm 


minded of alt that he then wowed 
and promiſed, and be careful to believe 
and do them, I ſee not what ſuch a Per- 
fon wants of being ſet in a ſtate of Sal- 


{ vation, that with equal eſteemers can be 


accounted neceſlary as a means thereof ; 
tho* he knew no more of Preaching, than 
they in 4#. 19. did of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Bur let Preaching be a means never fo 
oy to ſave our Souls; yet that it is 
not ſo ſutable and proper to reform and 
fix our erroneous and inconſtant Judg- 
ments (as is conceived) ſeems clear and 


evident upon the force and obviouſneſsof 


this ſingle inſtance ; namely, That thoſe 
who have been, and till are the greateft 
admirers of popular Preaching, and the 


| moſt eager hearers of many Sermons, and 
{ the moſt reftleſs followers of ſeveral Le&u- 


rers, have notwithſtanding all this, been, 


and are, 1. The moſt inconſtant, 2.” The 
1} moſt erroneous in their Opinions. 

:4- And firſt, as for their Giddineſs and 
'F Vaconſtancy, there needs no other 


demon- 


A 


demonſtration thereof, than their row!- 


ing from one Opinion to another. Fax | 


if they have ſtuck faſt to any one, yet 
that being evil, their adherence there- 
unto ought not to be accounted Conſtan 
&, but Perverſene/s. | 


Now if we enquire into the cauſe. of” 


this fickleneſs of judgment ſo notorious 
among the zealous Sermoniſts, and Yul- 
ger Settaries, we ſhall find that it is a 
want of Catechizing; and that the 
were never duly inſtructed in thoſe Pry 
mary. Principles. of Religion, which 
would have righely inform'd and eſtab- 
liſhed their Judgments. Through the 
want whereof, they have proved like 
unballafted Veſſels, liable to be toſled, 
torn, and blown about with every guſt 
of contrary Dodrine, vented by thoſe 
who were crafty to deceive; and who 
have proved themſelves to be lineally 
deſcended” of thoſe great pretenders to 
Godlinefs and Knowledg (mention'd in 
- the Inſpired and Eccleſfjaltick Scriptures) 
and egregioully character'd, for creep- 
ing into houſes, and ſeducing ſilly women, 
who were ever learning, but never able to 
come to the knowledg of the Truth, Vide 
Euſeb. Ecclef. Hiſt. 1b. 2.ib. 3, & 4- 
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' Nor need it create our wonder that  #; 


ſuch perſons are fo bad proficients in Re Þ 
ligion }F_ 
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ng end, and ran to the Lecture 


{ before they had been at the Catechiſm. 
And indeed it catinot be imagined that 


thoſe ſhould make any laudable pro- 
either in Divine or Humane Knows- 
kdg, who in the Rudiments and fuſt 
grounds thereof, have. had either none, 
or a very flight Education. 
And as the moſt unſatiable Hearers of 
Sermons have proved wavering and un- 


conſtant in their judgments, for wane 


{of a timely and through Catechizing ; 


ſo likewiſe upon the ſame ground they 
have been very erroneous and Opinia- , 
tive. For this want of a plain IÞ#:tution 
in the Principles of Truth, hath left 
them deſticute of a proper Teſt, whereby 
they might be able to explore and try 
what is preacht, and to ſeparate the 
pretions from the wile. Through the 
want whereof, they as greedity imbibe 
a falſe as true Doctrine; and are ready 
to change their Opinions according to 
the impreſſion which the affetionate. 
noiſe of the laſt Sermon, has made upon! 


1 their Senſes. 


- Nor are they happier in their reading. 
Holy ' Scriptures,, than in hearing} of, 


them (thus ) preacht. The Un-cate- 
{ized cun upon the ſame Rock.in both. 


For 
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For albeit the Divine Word is in it falf 
the pure Fountain of all- ſaving Truth: : 
yet perſons not trained up in a compe- 
tent apprehenſion of Catechiftical Prin- 
ciples, make it a ſink of pernicious Er- 
rors ; ſucking - Contention from the 
Breaſts of Peace ; turning the. ſincere 
TY of _ Word hg te OY of 

PS, and. erting tne Scripture to 
their own deftrudion : while hey tines 
the Oracles of God not to ſpeak their 
own, but ſach a Senſe and Languyge, 
as may beſt adjuft their Deſigns and 
Intereſts . ; ON 

And as no malice proves more impla- _ 
cable than that which ariſeth out of the 

Aſhes of an Apoſtate 'love : So no Er- 
rors are more dangerous - than thoſe 
which proceed from a wrong interpre- 
ting and application of the Word of 
Truth. And as thoſe whoſe fancy has: 
been playing wich ſounds, think every 
thing they hear is tunable to their fan- 
CY : So thoſe whoſe minds are once in- | 
fe&ed with evil Opinions, think every 
FP ks according to che Opinions | 
wherewith they are infefted, And it is. 
an Hypotheſis will meet with few Adver- Þ.. 

faries, That Men who are prejudiced and |,* 

prepoſſeſſed with Errors in Religion, Þ” 

cannot be reduced but by getting them" 

therein Þ** 
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never yet attempted but by. ſolid and 
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rightly principled, which was * 
perſpicuous Catechizing ; it being by 
this that Men prove in Religion like the 
Houſe in the Goſpel founded upon a 
Rock, which by no force of ſtorms and 


winds could be ſubverted. And there- 


"Ifore if this ground-work be not- ſurely 


laid, all /uper/fruFures in Religion lie up» 
m the looſe Sand, and are eaſily waſhe 
way by the infinuating ſuggeſtions of 
alſe Teachers. And what is yet further 
to be conſidered, we ſee the reſt of the 
Building ſink with 'the Foundation : if 
that 'be ſhaken, - all 'will go to ruine. 


Jand Chriftians not well grounded in the 


Elements of Truth and Holineſs, will 
quickly be perſwaded to give themſelves 
pto any wild Opinion, or looſe Pra- 
ice, and turn Schiſmatick or Traytor, 
to the great hazard and confuſion both 
f Church and State. 

But if it be objected that Catechizing- 
$a Plaiſter too narrow for our Sore, 
tcayſe it cannot reach thoſe whoſe Age, 
or ſome: other Circumſtance, excludes. 
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I., That. the Church obviated: this Þ 


Scruple, when in the laſt Edition of the 
Licurgy, ſhe appointed the Catechiſm 
to be learned of every perſon. Andin 
her. Fifty ninth Canon enjoyn'd the 


ſons of their Pariſhes in the publick Ca- 
techiſm. And that thoſe who bear the 
heavy load of many years might nor 
decline this way of I:/:rution, they thay 
fee it founded in the Apoſtalical pra- 
&ice; which was to Catechize the 
adult ; as before was obſerved. [k 
2. To be duly inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, is a duty incum- 


Pra#ice thereof hope to be eternally 1a- 
ved. And therefore if the Aged be 
therein ignorant, they have mote rea- 
ſon to bluſh ac their ignorance, than to 
be thus inſtructed; and with diligence 
and humility to wait at this Gate. ff 
Knowledge, rather than with ſcorn to 
diſdain it. 

3. If the Elder ſort have eicher not 
been taught at all, or have forgot the. 
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Clergy to inſtru all the ignorant . Per- : 


bent upon all, who by the Knowledg and | 


chief Heads and Catechecical Funda- 

mentals of Chriſtiavicy, chey now meet'Þ ; 

with a fair occation beth to learn and Þ 

call chem to mind, For by beirg pre]. 

{ent and attentive in hearing the Young... 
p ; ks 
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| er Catechized, the Ancient (and all) * 
| may be brought to know what they do 


N | not underſtand, to remember what they 3 
% | have forgot, and to be inform*d in what -7 
© Þ they have erred. So that -at the ſame © 
” | time Catechiſing will inſtru the Igwo- 
by rant, remember the Forgerful,and inform 
p the Erroneons : and therefore adminiſter a 


Phyſick proper aud ſutable to our ſeve- 
Y | ral Maladies : which cannot be pretend- . 
ec to by thoſe other Methods, that have 


© | hitherto been ſo eagerly purſued. 
1- , pt 
34 CHAP. XII 

». F ; 
- The Benefits of Catechizing, 1. In reſpet of . 
, the Civil State. 2. The Clergy. 3. The 
o | People. The Miſchiefs of private Schools, 
hs Objettions againſt the conſtant pratfice of 
f Catechizing removed. Mc 

® | Ut beſides what has been diſcourſed;” 
nd there are other good Effetts of Car. 


ne | *<chiling, which at leaſt may be as ſo 
4 many motives to enforce its praQRice. | 
4. And in the firſt place, Cacechifing' is 
4 ift an eminent manner conducive to the 
'& | Beace and Welfare of the State ; becauſe, 
4 ! takes care tharthe Younger ſort;- who 
bo are the hopes of a Nation, be duly edu- 
i F 2 cated 
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d in Principles, on whioſe pra- 
&ice the ſafety and happineſs of a Stat: 
depends. Fort to ſowein the pure minds 
of Touth the Seeds of Vertue and Truth, 


before the Tares of Vice and Error, an 
the Weeds of the: World, have way! 


and ſpoiled the Soil, is by the conſe 

of all wiſe men, a point of incompa- 
rable force and moment for the well-or- 
_ dering and Government of all kind of 
Societies, and for making Comman- 
- wealths ever flouriſhing and happy. For 
by the means of Catechiting, the 
Younger ſort will be planted and grow- 
up in a due Conformity and Obedience 
to the Laws in being; which is undeni- 


ably a propee expedient-to uphold States 


in the Terms wherein they are, and to 
free them from the danger of being 1ſo 
eafily obvious to alteration and change. 
For the Opinions, of what nature ſoe- 
eer, wherewith we are firſt ſeaſon'd, are 
or double force to any ſecond Perſwa; 
ſion. and Uſages. And this makes the 
rechiling their Children ; by which Me: 
thod (ever fince its uſe) they have not 
ſuffer'd the lealt difurvance and alteration 
in.Church or Srate., That /erious people 
having arpely experienced the Truth of 


ther }-; 


iſ 
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Spaniſh Nation early and careful in Ca-. 


own, laying: No es menos impor-. | 


ante . *# 
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tante el ſer de Ia Doftrina que el de Ia Na- 
Turaleza. 
remark, it were eaſie to Joad the Margin 
with a numerous Quotation, . and thie 


-cellent Paſſages out of Plato, Arifforke, 
Socrates, Seneca, Tacitus, Agell, and al- 
moſt all che learned Heathen : Plutarch'”s 
Education of Children doth abridge 
them-all, But we need. not go ſharpen 
our Tools with the Philiſtines, feeing an 
{ſraelice can do it better. For Solomon 
js plain, That the way to have MenRe- 
lgious and Honeſt; to be 
- both in Church and State; is from rheir 
Childhood to train them up (the Mar- 


And the Ecclefiaftick and Politick Pa- 
rents, as well as the Natural, will find 
great ſafety in obſerving the wiſe advice 
of Ben Sirach. Bow diwn his neck while 
be w young, and beat on the ſides while he 
% a child, left be wax ſtubborn, and dif» 
| obedient, and ſo bring ſorrow to thine 
FT heart. Ecclul. 39. 12. But there needs 
hereof neither illuſtration nor enlarge- 
ment. And therefore we ſhall cloſe this 


F Vices in Youth are as poyſon,. which 


F. 3, it: 


” he Pzimitive Fnftitntion., ror 


And in confirmation of this 


"Line with a tedious recital of many ex-. 
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gin) to Catechize them, in the Duties 
that they owe, unto both, Prov. 22. 6. 


4 Period with that excellent Spaniard, Son 
| "bor afetos en Ia Ninez como & Veneno, QC. 
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if-it once take ſeiſure of the Heart, the 
paleneſs it introduceth no Phytick can 
remove. Saavedra, Idea de un prin. pd. 


Chriſt. . p. 8. | | 
Ouaience > by a Catholick agree- . 


ment, is the Crown and Pillar, the 
_ Glory and Strength of all Government. 
But this Obedience can never be firm 
and durable, if it be not founded in 
Conſcience. _ For according to the in- 
formation. of rb:is, we ſhall find the. ex- 
prefles of * the orher, And notwithſtand- 
ing that unparallel'd Villanies have been 
every where acted under the precence 
. of Conſcience, yer this is fo far from ma- 
king it reaſonable to negle& and de- 
ride- Conſcience, that it ſhould engage 
'us by all good means to have "þ 
'Tegulated and inſtructed, that it may 
be no lefs ſerviceable to Peace and 
Unien than it hath been (the pretence) 


to carry on Diſlention and Schiſat.. 


And we need not doubt but a right 
Conſcience will as. powerfully oblige 
to Peace, as .an erroneous inftigate to 
Sediticn; And that if Men were once 
fully Catechiſed in the Duties of the 
Second Table, they would no longer be 


able. to refilt the Eccleſialtick or Secu- | 


Jac Power under the Banner of Con- 
ſcience. 
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| and approved it, 


4 In the ſecond place, an Unanimous 
uſe of Catechiſing the People in the ſame 
things, will not a little redound to the 
credir of the Clergy. For by this means:- 
they will teſtiftie to the World their Har- 
mony and Conſent : That they all teach. 
the ſame things; and are not, as for lack 
hereof ſome imagine, like the Natura- 
liſts ewo-headed Serpent, pulling con+ 


trary ways, bur all looking on the ſame- 


QH5jedts as the Seraphims on the Mercy» 
Sear. | 

And doubtleſs one end of a Church=- 
Catechiſm was td preſerve an Uniform: 
procedure in teaching the "Commorr. 
grounds of Religion. Ir being 'requifite- 


ao 


| and convenient, that they who" prefets x 


but one God, one Chriſt,-one Baptiſm,. 
and one Goſpel, ſhould Conſent and be 
trained up in' one Cztechiſm.. The in- 


' convenience ariſing from the uſe of di- 


vers, being obſerved by Pope Clemens the : 
Eighth, xanſed him to have a Catechiſm. 
compiled, which, exclafive of all others, 
ſhould be taught in all thoſe Countries 


F that call themſelves Catholick. Ur ſub- 
| /ats moderum docendi warietate, uniforme, 
j faciliuſq, inſtruendi idiotas & ſimplices de 
4 rebws 
4 Compregatio Reformaticnis, which reviſed: 


F 4 And: 


fidet exercitium reddatur ; laith the 
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And in the Geneva Liturgy, we 
their Paſtors limited not only to the ſame 
Catechiſm, but alſo tro how much there- 
of they ſhall ceach every Lords day, with: 


thing which ought carefully to be pro- 
vided for in our own Church : For 'if 
the Clergy be either left co a liberty of 
uſing divers Catechiſms,. or to. uſe the 
Churches as they pleaſe; and under. a 
pretence of the legal Inſftrutticn, take a-/ 
more ſecure. occaſion to inftil into the 
minds-of the unwary people their own 
Opinions and Fanciesp they may moft 
maliciouſly-deceive . the intention of the 
Church, . and for feeding, poyſon their 
Congregations, They will prove falſe to 
” their cruſt, and moſt perniciouſly con- 
traditthe name they bear. For the Cler- 

7 are Catechiſts in the moſt important 
Peaks of their Office, and are bound by 
that Title not to ſound their own words, 
but to eccho and repeat what the Church 
has ſpoken ; not. only the, Words and 


'3Zo4 Whe Pzimicive Infticution. "i 


out.any interpolations of their own. A |} 


Syllables, but the ſenſe and meaning. . 
Burt if the Clergy were never ſo. una- 
nimous and diligent both in_ the inter- 
pretation and practice of the Catechiſm, 
the benefic thereof will not be ſo viſible, 


while there are choſe who: unteach in $6 
private what istaught at Church. Which F$ 
is 4 
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hoſe Perite Schools, wherewith the-Na- 


tion is furcharged and abuſed. The moſt 


whereof being ſubſervient to+ no berter 


} end than to, give the 22« an ill-ſeaſon- 
"ing as well in the Rudiments of Religion : 
as Grammar. And albeit the redrefling : 
of this miſchief has been piouſly recomt-- 
mended by the Sovereign Head of this: 
| Church, to Per/ens proper for that: pus- 
| poſe 3 yet itis to be feared that the iſſue 
will be rather an Encreaſe of Licenſes, . 


| than any Abatement of undue School-Teach- 
ers, contrary to the 557 and 79. Canons:. 


ſharpen their Mattocks, - It ſeems no.I& 


o 


bedience againſt her. 
The Jefuites uſually. ſay, That: they 


Louth (which is. an employment they 
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4 very where' labour: to- engraſs-to their 


ety) whereby they fear not but. 'in 


time to cat out the Fathers Principles with 


the undermining praQice of many of- 


| Till Jae! wanted Smiths of their own, . 
they never went to the - Philitine. "to 


a want of Policy than Aﬀe&ion in the: 
'Church, while her own Breaſts are full- 
to fuffer her Children to ſuck ſuch Nur- 
E- as with. thejr Milk will infuſe. Diſe- 


never doubt to replant their Religion, 
where they have once planted a Col-- 
kdge 3 becaufe this being obtained, they- 
will have opportunity to [inſtru the 
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.their Converſations as Judgments from 
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' thoſe they ſhall inftil into.the Son. And '{ 
the preſent ſtate of Affairs will eafily 


turn this into no unſeaſonable Alluſion.. 
But in the laſt place, the unanimous u- 
ſage of the ſame Church-Catechiſm,and 


the modd'ling, ordering, and directing 


all publick InſtruRions according to 
this Form of Sound Words, will bring no 
leſs ſafety to the People, than Honour to 
the Clergy. For by this means the peo- 
ple will be delivered from the fear and 
peril of hearing contrary Dodtrines, and 


conſequently be edified and built up in - 


fuch-an Uniformity both gf Belief: and 
Manners, as may at once ſecure as well 


'Ungodlineſs and Error ; which yields a 


fair probability of cloſing our preſent 


-breaches, and preyenting future. 
And now ſeeing that the welfare of 
the State, the credit of the Clergy, and ' 


ſafery of the People do greatly impor- | 


tune and ſollicite the practice of Catechi- 
ſing ; there is nothing on the Clergies 
art that can retard it, but what I ſhould 
loath/to name or imagine. But if it / 

be faid in behalf of the Laity, That Ca 


techiſing being a conſtant repetition of | A 


the ſame thing, will ſo cloy the people, 


"that they will grow weary of Gods , oy 
"Houſe ; to which we ſee them ga 4 A 
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{ently backward,. eyen when. they are - 
there entertained .with variety: 'ThenT: 
ſhall only. wiſh-all thoſe of the Holy Fun: 
ion maturely co conſider, | 
- 1. How. low they have ſunk in their- 
eſteem with the people, fince their Of- - 
fice was ſo much devoted to. pleaſe.rheir - 
humours. | | 
.2. That they ought not ſo-much to re+ 
ſpet the Peoples Fancies, as proficiency 
in Religion; the informing of their judgr - 
ments, and directing their Conſciences;,, 
1 and not the humouring of their caprices, 
ought to be their chief aimand travel. 
- 3, That tliey cannot deſerve the-Name :- 
of Guides, who. are.ruled by thoſe whotn . 
they. ſhould. rule : the ifſne whereof will 
{ be no better than that .of the blind lead: - 
ing, 8&C.- | 
4 That if Catechiſing be. a-way- of 
{ Inſtruction, which will.beſt preſerve the : 
; Unity - and Peace: of the Church , and 
| moſt ſolidly and ſecurely advance the : 
edification of. the people; then there is , 
| no need to. be. ſollicicous for any other - 
4 ends or intereſts. . 
- '5. And as for the conſtant repetition + 
and audience of the ſame Truths nece{- 
ary to Salvation (as they .are the Cony 
# tents of the Church-Cacechiſm) it may. 
de. juſtified by chat old ſaying | Nurgquars - 


[ates I 


& "On 


9 ro mos fo bd fan 2uT © © ©0090 A 7 


Co 


5 bum py 


oy” 
bu 


Pts er EC Ine 1 0 GS W ny, = |! CY Sod Of 
EP III, + 
Wh: 5 SP 32 "% S 
FEI 
BF ADE TINY E 
A —_ tg * Ee 


3-08 
228 
2 


| fats docetur, quod nurquan ſatis diſciter ] | 


Thoſe Leffons can never be'too much 


| taught, which can never be too much 


learned. For repetition in this caſe is 
to make the Catechiſm, what indeed it 
is, the Words: of the Wiſe faſtned like 
Nails by the Maſters of Aﬀemblies. And 
though in all the blows of the Hammer 
the'act be the ſame, yet there is no ſtroke 


' ſiiperfluous, while every one tends to. | 


compleat the Work. We may bring the 
ſame quarrel againſt reading Books, and 
hearing Strmons: for they are but old 
matter in new words ; and if ſtript of 


Dreſs and Diſguiſe, they would eaſily be 


diſcerned to be but ſo many varied repe 
titions. In Religion; if any thing be 
pretended to be ew, we may ſafely con- 
clude 'it is falſe. 


6, But to evacuate the whole Objeai-- 
on, a diligent Catechiſt will find enough 
inthe Church-Catechiſm to-entertain his - 


Congregation with. variety, and to de+ 
lighe and profit all but irching Ears. For 
it wants nothing that is requiſite to de- 


fend usin our Fowrney, or to ſave-us when 


come to our /oyg home. And thofe who 


are therein duely inftru&ted, wilt- find 


chemſelves fo ſufficiently guarded, that 


no Machinations of Herefie or Schiſm- | 
will. be. able. to. batter” or RON 1 
| . tenem.: 7 [ 
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them: Indeed the diligent uſe: of - Ca- 
techiſing will be its beft Vindication, and 
moſt effeually anſwer all Obje&ions a- 

ainſt ic. And without all Controver- 


' fe, there was never a greater neceflity 


of enforcing what we now treat of, than 
the conjuncture wherein we live. For 
we ſee Satan is let looſe, and lays hard ac 
the Souls of Chriſtians ; not only by 


_ fuch Opinions as diſturb our' Peace, bac 
would utterly deftroy our Chriſtianity, - 
Infomuch that we have great need to- - 


ſpeak to every one, as that famous An- 
chorite to his Pillars upon: the approach 
of an-Earth-quake; Stand faſt, for ye ſhall 
be ſhaken : And ſtand faft we cannor, if 
we want a ſure Foundation in Religion ; 
and this cannot be expe&ed, where it 
is not laid in a full and timely Cate- 
chiſing, 


CHAP XIV. 


The Church-Catechiſm to be preferr'd before 
others, for its Authority, Uſefulneſs, Ac+ 
compl; rs, Contents, &&. 


a 


Ur if after all that harh beerror can 
be faid concerning the antiquity and 


4 denefits of Catechifing in general, or 


/ mor & | 


ad 
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more; particularly in regard of its necef- 


- ſity and advantages in reſpec} of the pres 


ſeat temperament of our own Nation, it 
ſhould bediſputed what Catechiſmought 
$0 be of publick-uſe : I ſhall return, firſt; 
that although chere are many excellene 
aches bach in our ownand Foreign 
Languages, compoſed by priyate perſons, 


out of the conſideration of: the great e: | 


molument accrewing to the People from 
this of Teaching ; yet there 1s none 
which with thoſe of this Communion ought 


to be of equal eſteem with the Catechiſm 


of the Church, - if we conſider; as we 


ought, its Authority , Ulefulneſs,. and 


Accompliſhment., ik | 
And in the firſt place, as for its Au; 


no le -eminence abave others, than 
the Decrees of Councils above the In- 


 Rigations of a private Spirit. For the | 
ifference berwixe this-and Catechiſms. 


nn'd by particular perſons, is like that 
een the Laws and Statutes of the 
Kingdom, and the advice and judgment 
of private Subjeas. Fl 
'This is not to caſt any imputation,or 
diſreſpe& upon thoſe Catechiſms penn'd 
by greve and learned Divines ; which are 


ſtation: but to ſhew,that the Church-Ca- 


thority ,. the Church-Catechiſm hath 
S pre 


ood in themſelves, and uſetul- in their 


techiſm . F 
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techiſm commands of us a peculiar Ve- 
neration, by reaſon of its publick Autho- 
In the next place, by virtue of its 
Authority, the Church-Catechiſm hath ' 
an eſpecial Uſefulneſs, in being the com- 
mon Teſt by which we may try. who 
are of, or againſt our Communion. -It is 
likewiſe an excellent Form of Religion, 
whereby particular perſons may examine 
their own Opinions and Sentiments, and 
give an account of their Faith to thoſe 
who would therein either eftab/;ſh or ſu6- 
vert them. 

In the laſt place, the Accompliſhment 
of the Church-Catechiſm greatly enhaun- 
ſeth its Commendation. For it its Con- 
tents fall under an upright Review, it 
will merit noleſs praiſe than thoſe Com- 
poſures, which are ſo exact, that they 
are neither defe&tive nor. redundant. For 
although ſome have objeted its deficien- 
Cy, as not taking any notice of.the great 
Points of Faith, Juſtification, SanRifica- 
tion, &c. It may hereunto be truly an- 
fwer'd, That theſe Points are rather 
briefly expreſt, than totally omitted ; and 
that it is not the omiſlion, but the ſhore 
and Orthodox Expreflion thereof, which 


- | is the ground of the Exception. © But 


4 if the nature ofa Catechiſm were righe- 


< 
BY 
FT 


lemn Vow we ftand obliged to pefform- 4 
them. .& The Queftion is plain ac” F 
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acighed, ir would be'no Objeftion 3 | 
Nin che Churches, that ſome things 5 
are therein either more darkly or mote + 
| fuccinaly fet down. For if every point [* * 
of Docrine were in a_ Catechiſm dif- - 
cufs'd at lengehi, ic would loſe and fof- 
feitits Name. But befides alt this, it is [2 
ealte for a Clerk of ordinary IÞduftry and |" 
Letters to make all thoſe Points plaitrand a 
obvious out of the Church-Carechiſm, |" 
wioſe want is objeted againſt irs com- | - 
plearnefs. And we have no reaſon to i 
wonder or repine, that the Church hath ],. 
left ſomething to exerciſe the labours and - 
abilities of her Clergy. | 7 
"Bat to conclude : If we marurely ex- |. 
2mine the Cacechiſm, we ſhall find there- - 
in ſuch 2 natural evennefs in the Me |. 
thod and Stile, -and ſuch a conſiſtency |, 
and ſoundneſs in the Matter, as is not | 
in -any like compoſition eaſily to be wh 
matche,” © As for the Introdudtion, ir na- |. 
turally carties ns to all the circumſtarices. | 
of our admiffion into the: Church, ſhew- bl: 
ing when,- by whom, after what man- : 
ner, and” by whac means we became - | 4 
wiſtizhs. Next, it acquaints us. with J;. 
the great *Prjviledges, Benefics and Du- ] 1; 
ties of Chriftianiry, as alſo how by fſo- | 
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The Anſwer full and pichy. wnd the 
{Compilers thereof have manifeſted a 


ce 
| 


: fingular wiſdom and care, in deliverin 

+ fthe Rule in the feweſt and plainefi 
e | words. For if they had loaden it -with 
> {long indicative Periods, they might at 
; [once have both puzzl'd the underſtand- 
1 {ing, and oppreſſed the memory of thoſe 
1 [tender Capacities for whom. chiefly it 


was deſigned. 

? | If we look into the principal Chapters 
of the Catechiſm,. the Church therein 
[has followed the Copy of the beſt and 
ancienteſt Catechilts : For like them, ſhe 
hath: reduced to four general Heads, all 


that is truly neceſſary to Salvatioh. Far 


{retrenching what is but artificiall 
" {neceſlary to acquire the Felicity of 
| [the future ſtate, all truly . neceſſary : 
 [thereunto, 1s reduceable, 1. To Faith, . » 
' {orthings to be believed. 2. To Obedi- 7 
' Jence, or things to be done. 3. To Pray- 
Jer, or things to be received. 4. To Sa- 
" 4craments, or things to admit and efta- 

Jbliſh us in the Church. 

4 As for the things we are to believe, 


 Tthey are ſumm'd in Twelve Articles, 
4 bearing the Name of the Apoſtles Creed, 
| becauſe it was either of their compoling, 
For contains the ſubſtance of all which 
" Fihey taught co be neceſſary for ſingle os | 
7 vf ; 
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tief 3 and was colleted by Apoftoli. YE 
cal Men, out of their Writings, into |" 
this Form or Breviary that we now [*** 
profeſs. | [phic 
- As for Obedience, the Decalogue is Þ* 
its Rule and Objet, which comprifeth Þ 
a pure draught of practical Duties.  Þ* 
Prayer, which makes another 'Head Þ*"* 
of the Catechiſin, is an Auxiliary to the PW 
ewo former ; unleſs we beg and ob þ- 
tain' the Divihe Afliſtance, we can nei 
ther believe nor obey as. we ought. —- 
Know thx, that thou art not able to do theſe }/ 
things of thy ſelf, nor to walk in the Com- Þ * 
mpndments of God without his ſpecial Grace, 2 
which thou muſt learn-at all times to call for |. 7 
by diligent Prayer. And the moſt abſolute IÞ 7 
Form and Pattern of this Duty, is that F 
which Chriſt colleted when he reformy | 
ed their Exchologus, out of the Traditions F ſ 
of the Elders, and recommended to his Þ*" 
Church, and which bears his Nams, The 
Lords Prayer. oo 1 
-: The Sacraments are the fourth Head F, 
of Catechiſm, which God ordained in Þ*. 
compliance with Mans infirmities 'and 9h 
weakneſs. For being that thoſe things F 
which concern the Endleſs Welfare of the Þ 
Rational Soul, are like it ſelf” of Spiritual Þ* 
and Divine Nature, and therefore notes 
fily to be comprehended by-thoſe who" 
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bye their Underſtanding limited 'by 


li- : 
tg; {heir Senſes ; ir pleaſed God to appoint 


lertain Holy Rites called Sacraments; 
which by outward and viſible Signs re- 
weſent unto us thac inward and Spiritu- 
Grace which he beſtows upon us; and 
which are alſo means whereby we are 
vartakers of that Grace, - and Pledges to 


i ſure us of that participation. 

b i x 
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ſ is Account of ſome Objedions uſually brought 
apainſt the Church: Cattchiſm. 


ITT hath been generally obſerved, That 

Zeal, if it bs not ſfoberly goyerned 
when it ſtriveth againſt any thing, that 
ether in reality or but appearance, .op- 
poſech Religion, doth uſually proceed 
with ſo great impetuouſneſs, that Reli- 
ion it ſelf is in danger. And as it not 
Jkldom falls our, That an over-eager de- 
fire co pluck up Weeds, doth hazard the 
ectirpation of the good Grain ; ſo a ft- 
Jaſter zeal againſt what is Superſititious, 
For but ſo pretended to be, doth often pur 
Hdoth the Truch and Practite of Religi- 
Jon. into ſuſpence and debate, . Agd al: 
; Mhough chis is an Obſervatt hich 
S might 
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= x76 _* The Pyhnicive Inffitition, _ |,n. 
might becaſily atteſted throngh all thilam« 
"*Perjods of. the Church, yet we need notdpo 
look fo far back for Teſtimony. thereoffipre 

if we revolve what has happened amonjha 
ourſelves within the Annals of our MeHty 
mory.For we have ſeen the malice of thighing 
Detrafing Spirit of Fa&ion and Seditionſgcel 
expoling every Inſtitute- of the Churchſs fa 
to contradiftion and reproach ; account-ſbric 
ing it Argument enough to abandon ey t 
very thing uſed by the Church, - onfund 
which there -could any way. be fa-| Bu 
ſten'd the odious Names of Popiſh andiuall 
Superſtitions. _ 
And though this might be exemplifiedſhi 
through the whole Body of the Churchgarut 
- Litwgy, yet the preſent Theme obligepuc 
Tne to-remark only fuch Cavils as withhme 
greater ſpeciouſneſs are brought againlihie 1 
the Catechiſm. For . as for other Expnd 
ceptions, the ſmalneſs of their impor 
tance renders very needleſs to returhfſnt 
them any folid anſwer. . +» ne 
- Now the firſt thing objeted againit ry 
the Catechiſm, reſpects irs ewo firſt Que 
ſtions, which are traduced as ſuperfluou{®i 
and trifling, as being to no more putmic 
poſe, than to ask what we know already A 
and to be informed of that which we! 
perfetly underſtood before : Seeing tran 
uſually falls our, that the Catechilt'Þ 
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þ $ þ acquainred with he Carech 1Ens: 
12; and all the circumſtances of. its". 
wn. poſition. Now ſeeing that Catechiſm. 
pretended to be an Abriiigement, and 
ia all know how it is the proper 
1sÞ bury of Abridgements to leave out no- 
this ling neceſlary, and to take noching un- 
wecetlary in ; the Church Catechi/m will 
& far from deſerving the' Name of an 
bl bridgement, if its very entrance, Or ar 
ey thing therein be "Trivial and Re- 

onfundant. 
by \Buc this Objetion will appear of 
jall force and importance, when it is 
1 f nſidered, that :the Church in her Ca- 
iſm obſerves the Method which is 
tural to Diſcourſes fram'd by Queſtion, 
md Anſwer; whoſe entrance is (ever 
wc familiar Interrogative agreeable to 
{the macten which is to be diſcourſed. 
x-Mnd ſeeing that the Church .in her Ca- 
prechiſm deſigned to inſtruct the igno- 
int and younger ſort the Principles: of 
at Religion on they profeſs, it was 
ith F; proper to begin her Inſtruction 
a = an enquiry for that Name 'in 
ich they firlt undertook that Pro- 

fon, 

And i in this reſpe& our publick Cate- 
4 n is more appolite and genuine, than 
her the Roman Catechiſm eſtabliſhed by 
Pope 
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Pops Clement the Eighth, or that of Get 
 -meva annexed to their Liturgy : for af 
ter a long Preamble, the one begins with;Þi" 

vidnans Doftrina Chriſtiana ? The other}? 
with, Quelle eft Ia Principale fin de la Vieſ® 

aine ? 00 - 
Bat the entrance of our Church-C+ +: 
—_ will be _— vindicated from f 
the 1mputation OT /evity Or ſuper ſiuon/neſs, 
when it is rightly es TRY pl 
doth naturally guide the Catechiſed tolt'- 
the knowledge of what moſt | ntfar- 3h 
ly. imports him : For (as *twere by the[”? 
hand) it gently carries him to z1| the, 
concerning circumſtances of his 4dmiſ-F 
fion into the Church ; by whom; atF* 
what time ; and after what manner, he" 
was made a Member of Chriſt, vr reÞ 
ceived into the Congregation of his}" 
Flock, and had a Right conferr'd; upon} 
him to partake of all the Promiſes and}; 
Priviledges of the New Covenant” Bap-|- 
tiſm being an inwguration into chat Re- 
ligious Society which Chriſt founded. } 

:\And as we read that the People off 
God have from the beginning had names}? 
of ſpecial ſignification (as Adam, ChavsÞ.' * 
Abram, &Cc.) whereby they were put in; i 
mind of ſome ſignal mark of Gods Pro-! by 
vidence toward them , and of their; 's a 
bounden duty of being piouſly _ by 
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Ns #53 ha * Careckifad 4a he i is. gy _ 
inded the Name'in which he became ; 
| PEbriſtian, it minds him of. his obliga- 
er hon: 1. To depart from Iniquity, and 
hereby ro walk worthy of that Name 
liy which he is called. 2. To perform 
, what in that Name he vowed and pro- 
Þ miſled. 3. To examine his proficiency 
mn, that Religion into which by this 
name he was firſt initiate. 4. To ex- 
*[prefs a.thankful remembrance of Chriſts 
lingular favour,that he fo far condeſcend- 
ed, as to call him after his own Name. 
{: But the Catechumen may upon ano- 
; her. account be firſt called upon for his 
harne, becauſe it is the badge and cognt- 
tance of that Holy Religion in which 
Rs is to be inſtructed, and of which 
the muſt give an account both to God 
Jand his Church, now and art- the laſt. 
{And ſuperſeding all other Reaſons, thoſe 
that have been thus briefly 1ntimated, 
{may (ac leaſt) affiſt coclear the firſtque- 
ſtion and anſwer of the Catechiſm from 


offtheguile of Trivialnefs, Vanity and Im- 


pertinency. 
., | As to what is objected againſt the Se- 


Fond queſtion and anſwer, it will be 
Flufficicnt co reply, That our Church 
. eſfberein i is conformable to the Primitive. 
For Tertullias (a Father of the Third 


age) 


ieivaly, That it was « the þ 

— ou e Church in his time, to ad- 
” mit rone'to thebonali of the Sb mw 
or. to any diſpenſation concerning ſacreq Þ* 

- and divine chings, or to the ſcanning and' 1 
examination ot particular Queſtions of | 
Religion, who could not firſt givea i;lear © 
account of all material circumſtances Þ 
of their Reception into the Ark ' of 48 
Chriſt's Church. By whom, at whar' | 
time, and after what manner they were! | 
received (which are the Ingredients of © 
the ſecond anſwer in the Church-Cate- j# 
chiſm) 'and whether they did ſtedfaſtly 
believe and maintain all thoſe general PK 
Sn, wherein there ever was an' Jt 

ugivefal an unanimous agreement a- © 
_— iall Chriſtians... And thoſe who' Jw# 
not give an account thereof, were: 
looked  apon as fuch who had no right- [ts 
ro: the Communion of Chriſt's Church, - 
and the Priviledges of his Kingdom.” ] 

This Teſtimony of the Churches practice 
isto be ſeen in Tertullien's Preſc. adverſ. | 
Heretic. A piece which was written by '} 
him, as I conceive, before the proyocel 
tions of the Rowan Clergy tempted him. 
to turn a Montaniſt, and to be led cuayih Ur 
wichithe/ Enthuſiaſtick deluſions of that* : 
Set. Helived in the third age, and was [: 
ſo _ oY the eſtecem of the humble: 1 


| 4 modeſt Se. 86: £4 = ;# lnally - 
a ted him his . Maſter. Hierom. in Cat: 
q- 
The impoſition of the Name. 
ſoatined tothe preciſe time of = 
piome looked upon 
JÞgor, and taſting 
on. Bur they noms Pr 
Y # wichour ut prejudice. they world h regu 
f 2 to the Uſe of the Church, which 
ſack alma 5 given Names to thoſe. F 
red into her Fellowſhiz 
; punctual time. oP: thase: zdmif 
9 bc back unto 
 Ithe time of its Nor heron ro. L-- 
tt bs legal aboliſhment, .'the > 608+. - 
ad his name ac the Cgle 
- — hiprarury Initiatory. ME i” 0 
b ic any A meu $8 
ihetion, that we read of ſome who; had 
jaames before they were circumciſed (ab . 
x that admiffory Rite was oppo. 
as Benoni, Gerſbom, and the 
Iraclites born in the Wil- 
Pork: 3 whom we may 
ppoſe not to have want- 
Names, as they did 
PArcuncicati as - 
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{ag etabege-aohls 
ff Objection, ſeeing that at Circim- of 


- rn his Name - was . changed. And] 7s 


im. 


= happen'd, concerning Gerſhoz, «| 

was 25-1 * inſtance of the Gſm, in. : 

he:Defart, in. this. caſe not at all zrgus/þ. 

mentative, becauſe it was Tr., 

7 when neceflity' forced:them tq-di- 
with : Law. | So that novwlts My 9 if 
ing all this, we may conclude: thy 


Circumciſion was the uſual time for thi fs 


of of Names. And the like ay \7 
ſtoma bas always been obſerved at" Chr bk 4 
' tian Biptiſin; the: Church thinking; it. Fa 

= convenient that the Baptiſed ſhoul "i "I "3 
atthe fame'time receive his 'Chriſtian, FI ”* 

Name, whereat he became a'Chriſ \þe oh 

leaſt actouttable, .and-which. niakes the þ 


ery the fireſt plauſibility, is that which | 4 
eoncettis Sureties in Baptiſm, whoſe Of- |, 
fice isdecri'd as unwarrantable, becauſe: F 
they undertake *what they cannot uf þ 
charge. | And the Very - name (of God þ, Dh 
fathers and Godmothers) is ſpoke ae. 
| rag as 'a prophanation of the,:moltÞ, ll 
Name', being a Tranſgrolh 
= the Third. Commandments. {Aol oy 
this *is' an Objegion which cannot 4 


be better foiled, than by laying 
down'J 


Þ a clear Scheme of che Anciqo _—_ 
nd Reaſonableneſs of Sureties in Bans, > 


End in the firſt place the antiquity 
f Sureties, at and for the reception of 
oÞ trfons into the Church, is indiſputa- 
+ For if we look into the Jewiſh 
| Hnrch'when ſhe was in her beſt Puri- 
, we ſhall find, that ever ſince the in-: 
Cfintion of Circumciſion there were ſtill 
;þ b me appointed to be preſent, and hold. 
ba ? Male to the Mohel to be circum-- 
" And the perſon- allotted for this 
it be ice, was ſome ſpecial Friend of the' 
© [xthers, who is called the Maſter of :thie* 
povenant (but uſually in Latin, Iitiati-" 
wi Arbiter, Suſceptor , Compater,) who 
a che Door of the Synagogue receives 
fl. he -child from the women, who are 
b þ Krmitted'/to:go further; and: entring' 
c. the 'Synagogue, the Suſceptor holds the' 
Y hild -cill the Hammobel, Circumciler / 
cp "Oar away" the Foreskin. And how 
Y. T his cuſtom was primitively obſerved -a- 
JF the Jews, and in point of Sure- 
ived to the Chriſtians, may be 
A pllected from what Junius has intima- 
Jt upon Eſay'8; compared with: Saint 
Toke 1. from the 57 to the 60 Verke. 


G 2 . . Now 


t 


| 


Ja; ” The Primitive 3nificurion..- . Ws * 
> - axNow this cuſtom of Suretiey ..in | 
- the Jewiſh Church , need not at ky : 
refle&t upon the like in the Chriſtian, Be | " 
ing it-was in the power of the latter to j; 
retain any Rite of the former that- wal, 
apparently decent, fignificant, and. »s]e 
Fing: For if every. thing uſed by the [g, 
ew were to be rejected by. the Chriſti- Wie 
* an, then moft of our Religion muſt wh, s- 
caſt out of doors. For it was not the{; 
Cogn of our great Law-givet to aboliſh |, 
Judaiſm, but to amend, ſupply, and |; 
. Heighten ic. Beſides, we find not that thaſs (> 
who were, or are the greateſt a Imp 
ners, and-moſt impetuous guiglay 
4 Sureties in-Baptiſm, ever did it upon gi T1 
- .account thatit was a RagofJudailm.. |; 
b- But how dark .and  ctionable this 'th 
3 cuſtom'may ſeem to ſome in its deriva- [4 
tion and: pedigree, yet its practice is |p 
Clearly to be found inthe fic times of þ\. 
| ianity. As they muſt needs.know cor 
who have obſerved how Eels 
emu and” Addy OCCur in the "th 
Fathers; and Su/ceptores, Sponſores, and Þ.a, 
Fide-juſſores, inthe Latin. And how inÞfgy 
'both, the words ſignifie and refer tw] 
x at Baptiſm. Platina i | 
cribes the Inſtitution hereof unto 4 
$7, who, , faith he,.ordain'd, that at 
one Patrimw or Matria ſhould to 


A FE Re dais dale 2-624 
X = eb Ve A444 4b dh i be et 
£0 NN L. s . Og EPs A o = 
z "I; * s £ 


M FnIY i” mw S 7M 4h a. ES Wc 
 -5} PSI ; S £ '=Y ; 
'F _” t | 34 JLLUE £ | i i TIILETETY 
> W--: | 
IH "Þ! 


REY 6: 25 7 Os ; 

AN 0 x SSR > 821 

Sa os 6: > 5 - 

m 4 
. 4 Ss: - W 

1:2 at iſm an ere [©] 

” #54 - : Te 
L . wy LY | + Ly @' 9 " 
Ss 
oy 

y 

: LD 


ay I plant eill bs was baptiſed. Parriias : 

ind Matrims are old Words, which- 
Be | by new impoſition detioted thoſe who 
| © lindercook or 'the Vertuous and Pious 
"Sl ducation of the Baptiſed. 

Now if it be granted, that Hygin Bi- 
he ſhop of Rowe was the Author of Godfa- 
[ti- Hors and Godmothers, then this.cuſtom 
be |; s.of an uncontraulable ancientneſs ; for 
he |; in lived in the Second Ape, and was 
iſh |; Mareyr inthe 144 of Salvation. And 
nd fie 5; generally granted, that this good 
le |: Biſhop cook occaſion from thoſe Perſe- 
8 feutions which were heavy upon the 
A FChurch, to appoint Sureties in Baptiſm. 
beFThat in "Cafe the Parents ſhould fall into 

-, [fiolent reftraint,' baniſhment, or. death, 
{there mightbe ſome to take care of their 
+ $ jildrens inftruction in the truth of that 
Religion into which they were initiate. 

/ "Bur E_ was the firſt occaſie 

[on or:ground of this Suretiſhip, we are 
ertain "that for its great ſtanding in 
IT Church, /it - may take place: among 
"thoſe Primitive Rites, which were \in 
"deſcending Ages to be retained, 

< 5 yl this will appear from 'the 

| "Nature and Reaſon of che: thing it 
; þ elf. And a cuſtom or Law, though 
; 3 cannot be elder, yet it may 1afe- 
1 G 3 ly 
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"IP | be as Iſo t 
Motive and Reafon. For 
' Now the neareſt Method to. proveſGui 
the reaſonableneſs of this cuſtom :ofÞhe 
Baptiſmal Sureties- is to examine bothÞar; 
what they do. for the Child at the in-| 
Ntant of his Baptiſm, and what they un-| yh 
dertake for him for the future, | | - 
And .as to what the Sureties dp: forſ-Þ; 
the Child at the time he receives this:Sa-J-C] 
cramentz Platina tells us, that wi;s no [ge 
more than to hold ic in their arms till itf;gr 
was baptiſed, 'and to give it a name a&-| 
cording, or at leaſt not contrary to theÞ w 
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Parents Dire&ions. And this is a thing Þ cc 
ſo harmleſs, that none can have any | gf 
colour to quarrel or reject it. ' kc 
. And as for what the Sureties: under- Þg 
take inthe childs ſtead tor the future, }* & 
it can merit no jult reprehenfion ; ſeeing Fa 
itisno more thanto be careful that the Þ 
child be vertuouſly brought up todxad | þ 
a Godly anda Chriſtian Life, and be |- 
raughe ſuch things as are neceſſary to | 

-the attainment of Eternal Happineſs : ] 

; according to the Exhortation of the } 

_ Office of Publick Baptiſm. And to the }= 
end that this might not be ovet-bur7* 

'thenſom: to the Sureties, the Church Þ 

. provides that her Curates. ſhall diligent- 3: 

1y teach whom ſhe has baptiſed FL, = 

fo} 
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OvefSureties are diſcharged of their* 
"off be uſe at Confirmation 'the Bapt 


QthFanſwer 'and undertake. in their own © 


I-FNames, what their Sureties have done'in 

"their ſtead. , 741 
{ - But it may ftill be replied; That the 
for} Parents are fitteſt to engage for their 
da- "Children, and that ſo weighty'a con- 
no -cernment: oughe not to be''transferr'd 
it[,unto! Strangers. I- muſt confeſs ; this 
| was once 'my own Perſwafion j'out'of 
© which T could not argue my elf, till E 
FE | conſider'd : 1. That by the Law both. 
Y F of God and Nature, Parents are obliged 

, to inſtruc their children in the things 
of - God:z -and therefore © need not ito 


G, enter- into Bonds. - 2, That Parents may* 


8 j- die before their Children arrive to a Car 
& 1 paciry of being inftruced ; or they may 
d  Þ>-ignoranr and unable, or negligent and 
| careleſs to inſtrukt them. 3. That the 
4 Parents may be corrupted with Schiſm 
| and. Hereſie, and by reaſon thereof be 


I” And indeed, if we refle& upon the tem- 
- Perament of the Age we live in, the 
5 Church may ſeem never to have had 
'$ moreneecd of Sureties for their Orthodox 
inſtrucion,whom ſhetakes into her Com- 
& 4 - munion- 
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- altogether unfit to perform this Office." 
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Ffor confirmation, Ar which time the: --- 
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"Tar fo: many Rat are Ns 
ua | wich erronions Opinions, -that-' 
None are more-improper to engapse.for ] 
> ar Catechiſm of their children. | 
4 nun temſalves. And if there ere | 
none of theſe Reaſons herein a 
tative, yet the thing it felf is of 7.5 ele 
sportance, that the Church hath ever ; 
thought ic inſecure to have none bound 
- but the Parents. And there are, who 
upon no contemptible account, eſteem 
it 'very .incongruous, that thoſe ſhould: 
preſent the Child: co be waſht of chat 
pdltlution which it derived from them. 
And upon this ſcore it might be, that 
the'Father was wont not'to be admitted. 
co be preſent at omg = tifm of his Child; 
but - '-at the Church-door while | 
"PLP Infant was carried in and bapti- 
< 6 
 Zanchins, who was well read in the | 
Writings of the ancient Fathers of the 
Church , ſpeaking of "this cuſtom | of 
Godfathers _ Godmothers in his 
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Commentaries upon the Epbeſiens , af- 
_ of ics antiquity ; has. ir oppoſeth 


EffR of the Parents love and careo. 
their chiliren thus to make all | 

ifion for their Religious Inſticution:. 
That ic is beneficial for the: —_— 


o period of Holy Writ; that it is an - | 
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'F- caſe of the Parents death, and_.anelli- 
4 Ranceto the Parents if they live : "Phat © 
Tit is a means to beget and incredſe ; 
4 'mutual kindneſs among Neighibouts+s 2 
{ becauſe hereby a fpiricual alliance is *® 2 
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tenance of Chriſtian charity. And 


| we 'may add 'to all this, that not-a 
"kw children would inevitably. be: d& + 


S 
3G 


4 contraſted , which 'may -greatly core + 
| duce -to the * wu and main-- 


4 


4 


barr'd of Holy Baptiſm, if none bue - 


1 their Parents-could be admitted there: 
| unto-to preſent them, and to ftipulate-- 
4n their Names. . 


But it is in the next place ftrongly 


| objected againſt what is vowed bythe 
| Sureties in behalf of the Baptized, as - 
| alſo that ic looks very : contrary 'to the : 
_ | Nature of a Vow for one to make it in" 
"4 behalf of another. And here not -to : 
' | meddle with the Nature of Vows in- 
General , nor particularly of that of 


Baptiſm ; ie. may ſufficiently evacuate: 


\ all Scruples, plainly to confider, :that 


no more is done in this Baptifmal 


þ Stretiſhip, than is both +done and ap- 
- 'proved 1n Secular affairs, in -which ie © 
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45 allowed, that Infants a& by their 


'FTators , Proxies and Guardians , anU 


4 that too in matters of no ſinaller 
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concernment than Eſpouſals and E- | 


G5 ſtates, 
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\ Church. } 
-under this Perſonation, That when he 
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ames, as here at Baptiſm. Tt has 


zeaſonable for debtors to procure '6- 
thers:to be bound with them for pay- 
ment of that for which at preſent 


they are inſufficient. And we may 
Safely. ſuppoſe that God will be| as 


merciful in fach caſes as. our felves; 
and that he will as readily accept of 
\Sureties for the Chriſtian Education 
of an Innocent Infant, as we for.an 
inſufficient Debtor. "iT 
But for a more evident umn 376174 
cn of the whole caſe ,- I conceive it 


 amay. be thus ſtated. At the Font 
' when the Infant is brought to Holy 


Baptiſm, the Sureties put on. his Per- 
fon, and ſubſticute themſelves into; his 
place ; They repreſent his Voice, and 


anſwer in his ſtead. [All which iz to 


be ſeen in the. demands and anſvyers 
in the adminiſtration of Publick Bap- 
tiſm vf: Infants to. be ufed in the 
And the Infant engageth 


comes to years, he will perform. the 
Vow and Promiſe thus made by. hs 


Subſticutes- He and they being. | by 


1n'er- 


8 


ates, C at a time when - they | 
 Ar&as uncapable to underſtand and 


© _peform what is undertaken in their 
2N 
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"F interpretation but as one- perſongrand © 27 
- therefore the Infant, when grown up,  _ 
} is as much | bound to diſcharge ' what |} 
| at Baptiſm was promiſed in his 7} 
Name , as if. he had done it himfelf. 2: 
Now by this Subſtitution” the Sureties * 7 
performy a'' great a&t of Charity: for 
{ they do that: for the: child,” which by 
no means: he could do for himſelf; 
for they get him an early intereſt in: 
the priviledges of : Chriſtianity ; which: 
in the ordinary way - of : procedure, 
cannot be had without Baptiſm : and: -- 
*this cannot be had * without ' making: - 
the Vow thereof; and it is impoſlible 
for the Infant to make this Vow; but 
by its Proxies ;': who oblige themſelves: 
no further, than to 'ſee that tlie Infant 
be taught ſo ſoon as be ſhall:be able To 
''] learn, what a Solemn Vow, Promiſe, and” 
Profeſſion he has made by his Subſtitutes, "Or 
Sureries. | 
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And by: this ſhort account: of what © 
the Godfathers and Godmothers : do- 
for the © Infant: in Baptiſm, it is- 
-eaſic | to apprehend , that. nane neet 
withdrav from this - Pious Work : for 
the ſuppoſed Difficulty of its - Dil- . 
charge. - And therefore thoſe who- 
rightly underſtand this Suretithip, . and: 
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F . Nor doth it lefs refle& upon their Je 
> portment, who turn this pious Cuſton 

| into _ an idle Ceremony, by privately 
devolving upon the Parents, what they 


 publickly undertook for their children ;. | 


doth at once fruſtrate and contra- 


poop le. 7” 

* Bur it may be further obje&ted, That 
the Vow of Baptiſm being made by o- 
thers, renders the Performance and Ob- 


£rvation thereof by the Chi/d, a thing: 


of conſtraint, and-aot of election : for 
the baptized, when grown up, doth not 


follow his own choice, but his Sureties 3 


and allows of what was at Baptiſm pro- 
miſed in his behalf, not out of willing- 
neſs but pre-engagement ; all which is 
'Opppolite to the genuine Nature of a 
Vow. 

And in Anſwer to this ObjeRion, it 


will be convenient to obſerve, That the- 


Vow and Promiſe made by Sureties in 
| Baptiſm is not abſolute 3 for in an abſo- 
Jute ſenſe, nu man can undertake for 
" another. But the Vow is conditional - 

: and 


_chiit chiey"are unwilling, and not unable | 


diet the intendment of the Ohurch,. 
and .delude the Congregation of God's- 
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1 by Baptiſm he became incorporate.: 


= | and the Child: ys come to , muſt. 
| either own it, or forfeit the ber nefits. of 
|} Baptiſm. And as thoſe who are r "ark 2 
- ed, being AMinors, when-come romatury Vi 2 
years, may chuſe whether the Marriage ® 
| hall be ratified: or reſcinded: So it is i 
{ the power of the Baptized at years of 
| diſcretion, toacknowledge or renounce 
the Vow of Baptiſm: IK he allow.ok;- 
and conſent to what at holy Baptilm 
was vowed in his Name (which is:ſtill- 
fippoſed at the: making of the Vow, ) 
4 he is bound aQtually to believeand 
do'it. But if he diſclaim it (which is 
j in his power) then he difowns alF-Inte-- 

' reſt and Priviledge in Chriſt; with” all” 
- the benefits of that Society into which 


The Catechiſm teacheth us out of the 
Creed, to believe, That God 'the Son 
hath redeemed all mankind 5 which 
cannot be true (lay many) becauſe he 
died only for the Elec. Bite they would 
have no reaſon to impugn the Churches 
Doctrine in this particular, 
if thoſe Scriptures were Ek :18-22132- 
impartially conſidered* by ng "wy . 
them, whereon this Poſiti- , «5 4p. 
on 1s founded. A few of 1 Tim. 4. 10, 
| which are here barely quo- S. Fob. 1. 7. 
{ted in the Margin , on. 25 F#- 3+ 9 
y. pur- 


purp *o y flaw ths 
Hp =o — s Dodrine, and to guide thoſe 
> th 7 icksof their confutation, who 
Sir Cots I believe in God the Son, who 
®Fath redeemed me and all mankind. . That 
his death was both ſufficient -and inten- 
-*Cional to ſaveall mankind, but is effeAu- 
al and efficacious for none but true: Be/je- 
Vers, is a diſtintion which being wiſely 
and ſoberly underſtood, would remove 
thatclaſhing, which ſome fancy there is, 
betwixt the Catechiſm and the Sevens 

enth Article of the Church 
fany other Scruples brought againſt 
this excellent Catecbiſo, are purpoſely 0- 
mitted, becauſe the Y will eaſily be obvi- 
ated in its (intended) Rp eſione Be- 
ſides, T have bound my ſelf to obſerve 
the Laws of an Eſlay ; which I muſt un- 
'avoidably violate, if I ſhould venture up- 
. 'on all ſach Enlargements as' the Subje&t 
would naturally endure. I had rather 
be cenſured for having ſaid too little than 
too much. . 
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CONCLUSLON. 


E have hitherto. examin'd the 
Age and Advantages of Cate- 
Chiſing, and found it to ſtand 
above the imputation of being. either 
Novel or Superfluous. So that the-only 
remaining Enquiry concerns its Practice. 


And this will exact no long diſquiſition, 


ſeeing every Station of men are therein 


Jo perfunory and negligent. Now,as in 


a common Contagion, no leſs care muſt 
be had of the ſound than infirm ; and 
the cure of ſingle perſons is required to 
the removal of the Epidemical Diſeaſe: 
So remiſsneſs in Catechiſing being be- 
come a common Malady, it behovese- 


| very one to look after amendment, to 


the end that the Church may be healed 
of all thoſe Diſtempers faln upon. her 
through lack of Catechiling, and.which, 
if not preverited with a timely interpoh- 
tion 


tot F which Ae threaten paor progne- | 
{ Te 4 te. - 1 
7 took into the perſons who 

capable herein to be delinquent, }. 
ebe. reduced either to ſuch as }. 
” the Church has ordained to admini- | 
- ter, or receivethis Sovereign Medicine, | 
5 The forger arethe Clergy in the whole [ 
"denomination 3 for he among then” 
» rho * 26d deceives both himſelf and 
theChurch. And notwithſtanding that | 
-che 'Cle rgy in Sacred Vrit, bear divers 

ppellations , importing. the Dignity , 
wer, Holineſs, Excellency , "Care, 
enderneſs', Diſcretion, and Incom- 
munity of their Funions; yet there is 
no Title wherein they are 'more con- | 
EE than that 'of Catechift. ' For it | 
-Coth (firſt) more immediately relate to -| 
"that Errand on which from the begin- | 
> - ning they were ſent into the world — | 
F @Goteach, &c. Andinext, unto the-want | 
- . and ſapply of thoſe -over whom God | 
hath 'imace them Overſeers. And whik 
they own themſelves to be the Churches. Þ 
"Miniſters, they ſhould take care to- : 
ſerve her in her own way. For - ſince | 
that was lefe for 'paths of their ooh 4 
.and more oyl and labour has been ſpent }/ 
In ' arguing, than in reaching the _y 4 
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|.- "ami with Buttrefſes of our own, cap 


'- On fo conclude. that it cangpt- 


'. where we love the Ground-work lies 
-immoveable. And- bleſſed be the Au 


has founded it upon a Rock. z 
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| but having to do with.Pro flors, who 

| evil manners have IE their Lln- 
- rainy not the proving of the ve- 


: = orcement of 'its Practice, ſeems'to.be 


| id " lawful to wiſh that the Cl (out of'a 
Arue ſenſes of what th. etjoyr'd 


For from jor to 2 "Thi 


tious and malitious Enemies take occal . 


withoutthem. The ſuperſtructure aaa 
to be the proper- matter of. our cate, 


thor and Finiſher of our __—_ & wok 


keth ic ſa ſtrong, that the Gates of Hell, 
the ſtrength __ ſubtiley of-hep.greate 
Enemies can never be able to prevail 
gakyſt ic.. Were-we to deal will bk of 
Adverſaries of "the. Faith' ( Jer 


wn us an excellent way 


of the,Chriſtian Religion, but the 


_ the only neceſſary preſcription. 
Buc A an beingdecitive, or ſtinting 
Ref icit-of any man, I hope it may.be 


/ and bound toobey, by the 59th.Ganon). 
' would return tothe goed old' way of Ca+> 
techiſing : 
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, the Bad ple have been 
himfies in Reli- 


"nevorg Sollicion mnto all m—_— of 
A leartied/ahd pious Biſhop. of this 


= SE 


* _ Churchdoth (as Tam told) in his own -. 


| © Perfonand:Cathedral perform this Or- 
#0. + A few ſach leading Examples 


=. .,wou d foon-raiſe the ſunk Eſteem of C - 


© wechiling, and vindicate it from being 
- Ehought@Drudpery fic only for children 
&. And I humbly cone 
- © cure," thai there is no CIR 
- _ need chink it any leſſening of his 

ne and” Z ; to be ſeen teathi 


_ Gos's Peogile afterthe manner of: the Holy 

Apottl and Primitive Biſhops. 

Oar Anceltors (who knew ſomething 
as well as we) were not ignorant of the 
I neceſſity and benefit of what is now moſt 
A. lonately recommended;whenQueen 
- Elizabeth made it her 44th Injunction, 
| - and -=» Eon his command, 'That ab 
|. ternoon- res ſhould be converted] in- 
- toExplanations of ſome n Rudi 


+ denefore-ſight thac this would ts more 
advantageous to the People, than ſome ex 
IG irruptions, or enlarging a few 


b for 5th this'y 'was Boda 4 
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ments of the Catechiſm 3 our of a-pru- 
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0 The Concluſion, © 
 Contrived Breviates , upon *Jdefaltt 
The Laity are the next ſort th tt 
in can be- faulty , to whoſe-arrenria 
thoughts I would moſt earneſtly recome*- 7 
mend, firſt, the ſerious peruſal of the Ru- ©} 
brick adjoyned to'the Catechiſm, toge- * 
ther with the 59th Canon : Next, the ex- 
- amination of their knowledge: in". -Reli- | 
_ vion.; that by that former-tt 
know their Duty; and by the latter their 
want of being catechifed : . And, by beth 
be induced to embrace what to the 
own damage and the Churches affliction 
they have undutifully negleted, * - 
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CHAP. II 


Ape of Catechiſm. The Inſtitution 0 
dam's and Abraham's Family. { 
The continual - | 
among the Jews, parti - . 
Erettion of the $8 | 
Their Benefit thereby. 
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 *Catechiſing in times of the Apoſtles. Eoin _ 
dences thereof in St. Payls Epiſtles. The” - 
Contents of their Catechilin. 85. 2 


CH AP. IV. 


The Apoſtles Catechiſts in ſeveral Provinces. 
The Declenſion and Reſtauration of Cate- 
chifmg. Catechiſts Styled Exirdifts, 80C. 
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CHAP. V. 
The Antiquity of Catechiſm probable upoti 


® the account of its convenience : In re- 
[pert of the Objett ; Method of  Inftru: 
cHH0n, P: 35+. 
CHAP. VL 
] Catechiſm neceſſary in reſpe# of the en- 
1. creaſe and SN, pena 
| Knowledge : To have a diſtin Under 
1. fanding of things neceſſary #0 Salva: 
; 9 t10n, GCC. P+ 39. 


CHAP. 


tbe moſt _ pans fo heal 
"Diſfempers "of this Church. S$(- |} . 
er ha to be ſuppoſed. 4 |} 
ore digreſſion concerning our Diſorder. | 
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Dos .uſed for our reclaiming, far- 
proving ineffettual. D. 5. Þ 
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CHAP. IX. 
. Matter and Subjef of Contro- -- 


: m Religion examined. How by 


biſing, and.not Diſpute, we are there- 
be reconciled. p62. | 
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ation unfit for the capacity of the | 
ality of Difſenters : Catechiſing pro | 
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Preaching, what it # : the ſeveral wa 
thereof uſed by the.Church. What MB 
of Preaching among the Old Fews, a 

| * "Primitive Chriſtians. The' Homilies toi 
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CHAP. XIF . 

Preaching Inſufficient to reſtore: 
, ons. Catechiſmng froper ” that” 7 
poſe, Kc. A Scruple removed. P92, "2 
CHAP. XIIL 9 

The Benefits of Catechizing, 1. In reſpe&# 
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zbe Civil State. 2. The Clergy. 3. Ti 


= CHAP. XIV. rs 


e Church-Catechiſm to be preferr'd before 
others, for its Authority, Uſefulneſs, Ac- 
compliſhment, Contents, 86. + Pp.-I0%. 


